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OME Christmas gifts are soon forgotten. Buta 

subscription to The Sunday School Times will 

remind that friend or loved one of your thoughtful- 

ness fifty-two times a year. Page 750 of this issue 

tells how you may have a beautiful Christmas 

greeting card sent to announce each of your gift 
subscriptions. 
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“Their Soul Shall Be as 
a Watered Garden” 
By Elizabeth A. Scott 


PASSED a thorny desert soul one day — 
A soul as fruitless as a painted mast, 

So harsh and hard and dry I stood aghast, 
And would have helped, but had no time to stay ; 
Yet, half in doubtfulness, began to pray 
To Him, the Source of living streams . . . At last, 
Returning, I beheld a velvet-grassed, ; 
Abundant garden; saw the rainbow spray 
Of fountains shimm’ring high against the trees ; 
Saw old-time flowerg, bluebells, and sweet peas, 
Pink-hearted phloxes, heiiotrope, heart’sease. 
Rambling roses hung from arches there ; 
The scent-of hidden orchards filled the air, 
And there were children’s voices everywhere. 


Books and Morals 


Life and writing are inseparably connected. Those 
who are Christ’s are “declared to be the epistle of 
Christ” (2 Cor. 3:3). Those: who set themselves 
against Christ are epistles also, but of other author- 
ship. The writings of such necessarily express their 
lives, and their lives express their writings. A mod- 
ern historian, Hendrik Van Loon, whose books have 
had enormous sales, is notorious for his anti-Scrip- 
tural teachings. His “Story of the Bible” was re- 
viewed~at length in The Sunday School Times and 
was shown to be an amazing composite of unbelief, 
irreverence, and at the same time crass ignorance of 
even the historical statements of the Bible. His 
“Story of Mankind” gives in readable, appealing form 
the extreme positions of evolution, with its rejection 
of the fall of man and the need of a Saviour. In 
view of this author’s books, an Associated Press dis- 
patch in the newspapers last month concerning his 
third marriage, this time to a divorced actress, is sig- 
nificant. This modern husband and wife are not liv- 
ing together, though the author, denying reports of 
what a paper calls a “freak” marriage, says, “We 
are sensible people and we married in sensible fashion.” 
He explained that their living in different houses is 
because they had each signed leases for their apart- 
ments just before their marriage this autumn, —a de- 
tail that might be overcome by determined effort! 











But the author’s new wife, according to the reporter, 
said in comment on their living apart: “There is no 
reason for couples living on each other’s heels all the 
time. Living apart, they see each other when they 
want to. Association is not enforced,’ The news- 
paper report continues: “Of the marriage institution 
Miss Goodrich [this modern wife does not use her 
husband’s name] said she doubted if it would exist 
as now constituted in another hundred years. She 
said the State was taking over more and more of the 
responsibilities and interests of parents, and thus shift- 
ing the relationship of marriage to meét this change.” 
This easy. divorce and “new morality” of marriages 
of convenience are wholly in keeping with the pub- 
lished teachings of-such a writer’s popular books. 
They set modern man above the Bible, above Christ, 
above God, counting unimportant and obsolete the 
words of the Lord: “For this cause shall a man 
leave his father and mother, and cleave to his wife; 
and they twain shail be one flesh: so then they are 
no more twain, but one flesh. What therefore God 
hath joined together, let not man put asunder” (Mark 


10: 7-9). 
=< 


Not a Great Perhaps 


, Ordinary hope and Christian hope are very dif- 
ferent things. Ordinary hope says, “Things look pretty 
black, but I hope for the best.” Christian hope, using 
the same words, means, “Things look pretty black, 
but I know~God will give me the best.” Graham 
Scroggie of Edinburgh has an illuminating comment 
on a recent page in the Keswick Calendar, in connec- 
tion with the Revise@ Version rendering of 2 Tim- 
othy 4:8: “There is laid up for me the crown of 


Isaiah and 


S THE Book of Isaiah the composition of differ- 

ent writers at different epochs? Certainly the 

New Testament writers did not believe any such 
thing. Twenty-one times is the prophet quoted in the 
New Testament and, of these quotations, ten are from 
the first thirty-nine chapters of Isaiah while eleven are 
from the last twenty-seven. No distinction is made, 
either by the evangelists, or by Paul, or by our Lord. 
It is always, “the prophet Isaiah.” 

The quotations in the*Old Testament indicate that 
the last half-of Isaiah was in existence long before the 
exile. Thus Zephaniah 2:15 is quoted from Isaiah 
47:8, and Zephaniah prophesied in Josiah’s reign. 
Isaiah 52:7 is quoted in Nahum 1:15, and Nahu.s 
lived 125 years before the exile. Isaiah 51:15 is 
quoted in Jeremiah 31:35, and Jeremiah wrote at the 
beginning of the exile, not at the end. 

The author of Ecclesiasticus (not Ecclesiastes), 
Jesus ben Sirach, believed in the unity of Isaiah. He 
speaks of the prophet as “great and faithful in his 
vision. In his days the sun went backward and he 
added life to the king. He saw by an excellent spirit 
what should come to pass at the last and he com- 
forted them that mourn in Zion [this last reference 
being to the so-called “Book of Consolations,” or 
chapter forty and the following ones]. He showed 
the things that should be to the end of time, and the 
hidden things or ever they came,” obviously referring 
to the later prophecies. 

_ The theory of a split Isaiah, deutero-Isaiah, or sec- 
ond Isaiah, is without confirmation in the opinion of 
documents of the past. It is a late and artificial con- 
struction, dating from the seventeenth century and de- 
vised to discredit the idea of predictive prophecy. . 

The subjective criticism characterizes the author of the 
last half of the Book of Isaiah as “the great unknown.” 
But it is inconceivable that a writer of such eminence, 
towering above all the prophets of the prophetic age, 
should be unknown. Equally inconceivable is it that 
an unknown prophet should haye been able to intro- 


duce his prophecies surreptitiously into the Temple 


Scriptures, or that any other person would be likely or 
able to do it. The custody of the Law was too care- 
ful, nor would anonymous prophecies be admitted, nor 
would prophecies be ascribed to one who did not write 
them. The whole battalion of scribes and lawyers 








righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, 
shall give to me at that day.”- Dr. Scroggie says: 
“Not only is the apostle peaceful and grateful, he is 
also hopeful. Hope, in the New Testament, is not a 
great perhaps, but a great certainty. ‘He is full of 
hope. There is no ‘if?-or ‘but’ in his creed, but a 
ringing assurance and certainty. Beyond the dungeon 
and the trial and the block he sees the dawn of cloud- 
less day, and the shining crown. ... He does not 
argue about it. He is sure of it.” In other words, 
Christian hope is knowledge. It knows what is com- 
ing because God has pledged his word. 


a 
Praising Our Strength 


Is it right for a man to praise his strength? It 
depends upon what: strength he is talking about. It 
may be a sign of weakness for him to do so, or it may 
be a sign of strength. It may be egotistical, or it may 
be humble. There is a verse in one of the Psalms that 
surprises one upon first reading. ‘The Psalmist says: 
“Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing.” If he stop- 
ped there it would seem like a boasting and egotistical 
utterance indeed. But he continues: “For God is my 
defence, and the God of my mercy.” In the preceding 
verse he has just said to the Lord: “I will sing of 
thy power; yea, I will sing aloud of thy mercy in the 
morning: fer thou hast been my defence and refuge 
in the day of my trouble.” Then it is he goes on, 
“Unto thee, O my strength, will I sing.” The omnip- 
otent God and Saviour is the strength of every Chris- 
tian. “What a wonderful Saviour!” If by faith and 
surrender we have made God’ our strength, we may 
well praise our Strength “with joy unspeakable and 
full of glory,” until we see Him face to face. 


the Critics 


would have been up in arms against any stele chicane. 
The sacred collection was distinct from all other Jew- 
ish writings, was clearly defined and universally ac- 
cepted, and was hedged about with every possible pro- 
tection, literary and otherwise, It was the religious 
statute book of the nation, held to be God’s message 
to the Jewish people. The Jewish religious leaders 
of the time knew everything about their collection of 
laws and prophecies that could be known. No critic, 
twenty centuries later, could discover anything in them 
that the early scribes and rabbis did not know. And the 
whole succession of this order obviously believed in a 
sole and intact Isaiah. 


The Test of Internal Evidence. Internal evidence 
shows them to have been right. Professor Margoliouth 
of Oxford, one of the most accomplished Hebraists 
of our day, tells us: 

“The [alleged] second Isaiah employs words only 
known otherwise to the first Isaiah, and of which 
the meaning was long lost by Jeremiah’s time. The 
[alleged] second Isaiah shows himself possessed of a 
scientific and technical vocabulary that the first Isaiah 
alone shares with him. Is there, then, nothing in the 
splitting theories? To my mind nothing at all.” 

The Oxford professor illustrates: “In Isaiah 34: 
15 and twice in Isaiah 59:5 is a verb meaning ‘to 
split.’ It is used of- the hatching of serpents’ eggs. 
It does not occur elsewhere in this sense. In Isaiah 
37:3, a special. verb is used for ‘to be delivered of, 
to produce.’ This occurs elsewhere only in Isaiah 
66:7. The author of Isaiah 34 seems identical with 
the [alleged] second Isaiah. The reference to Edom 
and Bozrah in verses 5 and 6 cannot, with any prob- 
ability, be separated from that in 63:1, and the ad- 
dress to the nations and peoples in 34: 1 is evidently in 
the style of the author of 41:1. The threat in 34:3 
closely resembles that with which the book of Isaiah 
closes. Chapter 35 cannot be separated from chapters 
40 to 66, both the thought and language being 
closely akin to, and, in part, identical with those 
of the [alleged] second Isaiah. It is by no means easy, 
on the other hand, to separate chapter 35 from what 
precedes it. Verse 5 takes us back to 29: 18, and verse 
6 to 32: 4.” 

Again, the Hebrew of the last half of Isaiah is 


without the Aramaisms that would be found in the 
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works of a writer brought up in Babylon and speaking 
the language of Babylon. his marks it as of a dif- 
ferent age from such postexilic compositions as Ezekiel 
and Daniel. . 

Professor Birks of Oxford discovered so many lexi- 
cal proofs of the unity of Isaiah, that he confined 
his illustrations to those beginning with “aleph.” In- 
deed, Cheyne, the most irresponsible of the critics of 
the last generation, was obliged to confess that there 
were no lexical differences between the first and second 
parts of Isaiah. Other critics took refuge for their 
lexical defeat in the theory that since the literary style 
of “the second Isaiah” was so nearly identical with 
that of the first, the second must have imitated the 
first. 


Phrases and Expressions Common to Both Parts of 
the Prophecy. But the most striking proof of the unity 
of Isaiah is the fact that so many turns of thought 
and of expression are common to both sections of the 
prophecy. These expressions not only occur in both 
parts with about equal frequency, but are also largely 
peculiar to this Old Testament book. 

The name used for God, “the Holy One of Israel,” 
is almost peculiar to Isaiah, being used by him twenty- 
five times and occurring only six times in the rest of 
the Old Testament. It occurs twelve times in chap- 
ters 1 to 39 and thirteen times in chapters 40 to 66. 
The divine title, “the Mighty One of Israel,” is found 
three times in Isaiah and nowhere else in the Old 
Testament. The places of occurrence are significant, 
in Isaiah 1: 24; 49: 26, and 60: 16, the beginning, middle, 
and end of the intact book of prophecy. 

The expression “for the mouth of Jehovah hath 
spoken” is also found three times in Isaiah and no- 
where else in the Old Testament. Its distribution is 
similar to the preceding phrase quoted,—in Isaiah 
2320: 40: 6. and 55: 14, 

The idea of “a remnant” of the Jewish people, 
favored of Jehovah, is peculiar to the prophecies of 
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Isaiah. -It runs right through the book, from begin- 
ning to end, in the following passages, 1:9; 6:13; 
10:20, 205 115923 14598; 35305 163 14; 17:3, G3 at: 
17; 28:5; 37:31; 46:3; 65:8, 9. ; 
Another idea, unique to Isaiah, that occurs with con- 
siderable frequency is that of “a highway.” This is 
found twice in the first section and four times in the 
second, vis., 11:16; 33:8; 40:3; 49:11; 57:14; 62: 
10. The phrase used for “streams of water” is not 
found outside of Isaiah, but is found once in the first 
part and once in the second, Isaiah 30:25; 44: 4. 
The use of emphatic reduplication, so characteristic 
of the style of Isaiah, is found with about equal fre- 
quency in both parts, — 2:7, 8; 6:3; 8:9; 24: 18, 10; 
40:15 43: 11, 25} 48°15; §1:°12; §7: 17; 62: 10. 
Isaiah a Predictive Prophet. Isaiah is pre-eminently 
a prophet of things to come. This he affirms again 
and again, and, significantly enough, in just those parts 
where he is supposed, by the critics, to be looking back 
on past history rather than forward to future things. 
Thus we find in 41: 21, 22, “Produce your cause, saith 
the Lord; ... Let them bring them forth, and shew 
us what shall happen; let them shew the former things, 
what they be, that we may consider them, and know 
the latter end of them; or declare us things for to 
come”; in 42:9, “Behold the former things are come 
to pass, and new things do I declare: before they 
spring forth I will tell you of them”; in 43:9, “Let 
all the nations be gathered together, and let the peo- 
ple be assembled: who among them can declare this, 
and shew us former things?” in 44:7, 8, “And who, 
as I, shall call, and sha!l declare it, and set it in or- 
der for me, since I appointed the ancient people? and 
the things that are coming, and shall come, let them 
shew them unto them. Fear ye not, neither be afraid: 
have I not told thee from that time, and declared it? 
ye are even my witnesses”; in 45:11, 21, “Thus saith 
the Lord, the Holy One of Israel, and his Maker, Ask 
(Concluded on page 743) 





The American Standard Version 
and the Deity of Our Lord 


Are we to understand from the closing lines of 
paragraph three of the Preface to the New Testament 
in the American Standard Version (that is, “the 
survivors of the New Testament Company have not 
felt at liberty to make new changes of moment which 
were not favorably passed upon by their associates 
at one stage or another of the .. . work’’), and the 
paragraph next to the last (that, by the rule of 
procedure which the Committee followed, the trans- 
lation of 1611 held its place in every instance until 
an alteration commanded the votes of two-thirds of 
the revisers’), that the revisers of the American 
Standard Version did not believe in the Deity of our 
Lord Jesus Christ? Seeing that in the footnote to 
the word “worship” in John 9: 38 they say: “The 
Greek word denotes an act of reverence, whether 
paid to a creature (as here), or to the Creator (see 
GH.. 43.20). 

(As here) ‘And he worshipped Him.” And— 
conjunction ; he — personal pronoun referring to the 
blind man; worshipped — verb, denoting an act of 
reverence paid to the creature or Creator; Him— 
objective pronoun, referring to our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Or are we to suppose that the footnotes are sup- 
plied by another body of people, or by another per- 
son? 

We have been using the American Standard Ver- 
sion for something over seven years in a term of 
service on the mission field, and it has held the de- 
ciding vote in all of our translations. Since com- 
ing home, we have commended it to young Bible 
students, as well as to relatives and friends. Now 
that this note is brought to my attention, you can 
readily understand what a quandary I am in. 

We have enjoyed reading The Sunday School 
Times, and have rejoiced in its noble defense of the 
faith—A New Jersey reader. 

The American Standard Version’s footnote to John 
9:38 has rightly distressed many Christian people 
who find real excellencies and reverent renderings 
in this Revised Version of the Scriptures. There are, 
indeed, other serious deficiencies in this Revision, 
which means that-it should be used with discrimi- 
nation; at the same time it is a Version that throws 
much real light on the meaning of the Scriptures, 
and removes certain obsolete English terms, intel- 
ligible three centuries ago but not today. 

The passage in question records the conversation 
between the man born blind, to whom the Lord Jesus 
had just miraculously given his sight, and the Lord: 

Jesus heard that they had cast him out; and 
finding him, he said, Dost thou believe on the Son 
of God? He answered and said, And who is he, 
Lord, that I may believe on him? esus said unto 
him, Thou hast both seen him, and he it is that 
speaketh with thee. And he said, Lord, I believe. 
And he worshipped him (John 9: 35-38). 

The footnote tells us that the healed man’s act of 
reverence, when “he worshipped” the Lord, was, from 
the healed man’s standpoint, “paid to a creature.” This 





is a startling statement to find in the comment of a 
Committee of Revisers of the New Testament, and it 
is not strange that the New Jersey reader asks 
whether these revisers did not believe in the Deity of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The question has been discussed before now in the 
columns of The Sunday School Times, and it is im- 
portant to have it clearly understood. There are no 
members of the New Testament Company of the 
American Revision Committee now living. For many 
years one of its prominent members, the late Pro- 
fessor Matthew B. Riddle, was one of the valued 
members of The Sunday School Times staff of les- 
son writers. Professor Riddle once wrote the Edi- 
tor of the Times the following illuminating letter, on 
this question: 


The marginal note at John 9: 38 in the: Standard 
New Testament refers exclusively to the restored 
blind man’s estimate of our Lord, whom he, accord- 
ing to this note, regarded as ‘‘a creature.” It has no 
reference (or was not intended to have) to the 
Evangelist’s view of the Person of Christ, and should 
not be used as a proof text in any discussion on that 
question. 

For myself, I would have preferred to omit the 
words “as here,” since there is a doubt as to how 
much the healed man meant in his “worship.””’ The 
question in verse 35 (with the answer in verse 38) 
may imply a fuller recognition of our Lord’s Person, 
but in that verse the reading “Son of man” is found 
in three of the oldest (and best) Greek manuscripts, 
and is accepted by Tischendorf, Westcott and Hort, 
and other editors. 

If that is the true reading, the answer “I be- 
lieve” does not necessarily imply a higher view of 
our Lord’s Person than that indicated in the mar- 
ginal note, and my colleagues, in editing this ver- 
sion, who were Trinitarians, were probably influ- 
enced by this reading. 

I trust this reply will satisfy your mind as to the 
purpose of the American revisers, and will guard 
against a misuse of the marginal note. 


It was good to have this authoritative word, from a 
member of the American Revision Committee, that 
the footnote in question was not intended to throw 
any doubt on the Deity of the Lord Jesus. 

In this connection it is interesting to note that 
Westcott in his Commentary says that in John 9: 39, 
“the Lord offers himself as the object of faith for 
the first time, and that in his universal character in 
relation to humanity as the Son of man.” He also 
adds that the Greek word for “worship” is “never 
used in John’s Gospel of the worship of mere respect” 
(4: 20; 12:20). It will be seen from this that West- 
cott’s line is very definite in relation to true worship, 
even though he reads “Son of man” in verse 35. 
Many careful Bible scholars will feel that the Ameri- 
can Revisers made a regrettable mistake by giving 


expression to a footnote which was so liable to- 


serious. misconception; and it is evident that. Dr. 
Riddle himself did not favor it. 
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Our Young People’s Purity Problem. 


A CHRISTIAN leader was recently discuss- 
ing with a group of educational leaders 
the standards of morality among college stu- 
dents. Two young women teachers in the group 
were postgraduate students in a large univer- 
sity where the new theories of psychology, un- 
dermining the old morality, are taught. He 
asked how many of the young men and women 
of the 10,000 in their university refrained from 
kissing and caressing one another. 


“T do not know,” one of the teachers replied; 
then she continued emphatically: “But I hope 
there is not a single one. I regard that freedom 
as an innocent and beautiful thing among the 
young people.” 


The Christian leader to whom this reply was 
made, Robert C. McQuilkin, is a university 
graduate who knows the life of the colleges as 
it was fifteen years ago and as it is today, and 
whose work keeps him close to young people. 
_Mr. McQuilkin has a frank, searching, con- 
victing, and appealing message, which finds its 
authority in the Word of God. He shows the 
disaster; and he shows the cure. Parents, 
teachers, ministers, and the young people them- 
selves cannot afford to miss his two articles, 
which will appear this winter- exclusively in 
The Sunday School Times. 


Can a College Student 
Be a Christian ? 


IN THE midst of the darkness, danger, dis- 
aster, immorality, and atheism lived and 
taught in the colleges of Christendom, there 
is gleaming white light from the very throne 
of God. Can a college student be a Christian? 
Yes; not only can be, but there are thousands 
of students in our colleges who are standing 
true, abiding in Christ, living the prayer life, 
and, because of their testimony, seeing mfracles 
of transformation in the lives of fellow students. 

Take Cambridge University, of England, for 
example, second to none as a center of intel- 
lectual life. At Cambridge there is.a Chris- 
tian student organization that is repeating the 
experiences of the Book of Acts. 


Its nickname is “CICCU” (pronounced 
KIKKU),*made from the initials of the Cam- 
bridge Inter-Collegiate Christian Union. 


Today, after fifty-one years, CICCU numbers 
among its members brilliant ’varsity athletes 
and scholarship leaders, but it has not yielded 
a jot or tittle to “the modern viewpoint.” In 
its literature and its conversations you will 
find the words Conversion, Saved, Born Again, 
New Birth, Sanctifying, Abiding, Prayer. 

The story of this amazing student organization 
will be told this winter in The Sunday School 

imes by a university man who has visited 
CICCU and worked with its members. 


When College Girls Prayed 


COLLEGE junior attended the Student 

Conference at America’s Keswick. She 
went back to college and formed a prayer 
group of six girls. The way God began to 
answer their prayers startled them all; — it was 
too wonderful, yet it was true. A _ visiting 
Christian. leader who had been coming to the 
college- for several years found the atmosphere 
of the campus changed; his own messages were 
changed; a great barrier seemed to have been 
broken down, and he was enabled to do a 
greater work. 


This girl, now a senior, will tell in The 
Sunday School Times the, story of how it all 
happened, and what happened. 





Those not now taking The Sunday School 
Times may have a Ten Weeks Get Acquainted 
subscription for 25 cents, and present sub- 
scribers may send it to their friends at this 
special introductory rate. Such subscriptions 
will include some of the above notable articles. 


Better still, why.not send The Sunday School 
Times for a whole year as your Christmas 
gift to friends? If you request this, a beau- 
tifully engraved and illustrated Christmas card 
with your name and Christmas greetings will 
go to them, with the subscription. A _ single 
subscription is $2; if you send the paper to five 
of your friends in this way you can secure the 
lower club rate of $1.50 for. each subscription. 
Address The Sunday School Times Company, 
323 North Thirteenth. Street, Philadelpbia. 
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Celebrating the tenth anniversary of the Balfour Declaration,— 
one of the greatest results of the World War 


A New “High Day” in a New Palestine 


By Thomas M. Chalmers, newyeurievih tvenzeliseton Societe 
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garding the outcome of the World War, his- 

tory can have but one final word: its supreme 
result was the opening of the way for the return of 
the Jews to Palestine. Mighty empires were broken, 
dynasties, the proudest in the long course of imperial 
haughtiness, were tumbled into the dust, new nations 
arose out of oppressed peoples, and new pathways 
were laid for the commerce of goods and the exchange 
of thought. But the finest achievement of all was 
the world’s recognition of the Jewish right to Pales- 
tine as the national home of thé Jewish race. The 
Balfour Declaration of November 2, 1917, in the 
words of P. W. Wilson, “was not so much diplomacy 
as destiny and behind it lay millenniums of prophecy. 
It was Lord. Balfour who transformed a_ mystical 
dream into practical statesmanship.” (The New Pal- 
estine.) ™ 


W azzting te men’s thoughts may be today re- 


Celebrating the Declaration 


path. the number of their high days the Jews 
now include one of the most important of all: 
Balfour Day, for it was on November 2, 1917, that 
Arthur James Balfour, speaking for the British Gov- 
ernment, sent to Lord Rothschild that now justly 
famous Letter in which he pledged the aid of the 


. British Government to facilitate the achievement of a 


national home ‘in Palestine for the Jewish people. On 
the tenth anniversary of that great date, Jews through- 
out the world held high holiday. The Zionist journal, 
The New Palestine, made its issue of October 28 a 
special number of seventy-two pages and over sixty 
illustrations to set forth the history and significance 
of the Declaration. The articles in this number are 
of great value, the special ones relating to the Dec- 
laration and Palestine numbering over twenty. No- 
where can the seeker after information on these im- 
portant subjects find so-rich a variety and so authori- 
tative a statement of the facts. (The New Palestine, 
114 Fifth Avenue, New York, 15 cents.) 


The Practical Achievement 


pe pager high spots should be noted in connection 
with the recent anniversary of the Balfour Dec- 
laration. - One of these is the accomplishment’ wrought 
by the Zionists on the territory of the Holy Land. 
Louis Lipsky, President of the Zionist Organization 
of America, writes of this victory in. the land itself 
and: among the scattered units of world Jewry, in 
The New Palestine of October 28: . 

“The faith of the Zionist leaders has been*magnificently 
justified. Hundreds of thousands of Jews, descend- 
ants of a people that for sixty generations had thought 
only in terms of charity showéd themselves capable 
of thinking in terms of national liberation and recon- 
struction. Tens of thousands of Jews were prepared, 
without an instant’s delay, to tie up their lives and 
the lives of their children with the new homeland. pro- 
jected on the sacred soil of the old. 

“Within this last decade a decisive factor, created by 
the Zionists, has begun to refashion Jewish life every- 
where. The beginnings of the New Jewish homeland 


_—expressed in cities, colonies, schools, factories, the 


redemption of a neglected soil, the recovery of a lost 
heritage—have given a new character to Jewish 
thought. Today the practical difficulties confronting 
us in Palestine are ten times greater than they were 
ten years ago. But Zionists and non-Zionists, Jews 
and non-Jews alike recognize in these difficulties the 
complex affirmative problems of growth. We have 
answered once and for all time the question which chal- 
lenged us at the time of the Balfour Declaration; 
we have demonstrated once and for all time that we can 
build the Jewish homéland. 

“Fellow Zionists! Behind those hundreds of thou- 
sands who have helped till now in the rebuilding of 
the Jewish homeland, there stand hundreds of thou- 
sands more preparing to join their forces to ours. The 
first ten years after the Balfour Declaration proved 
our ability to lay the foundation; the second ten years 
will witness the building on a scale hitherto unat- 
tempted.” 


Great Britain’s Fidelity 


ae. question whether the British Government 
would faithfully carry out the provisions-of the 
Balfour Declaration and of the Mandate over’ Pales- 
tine has repeatedly-troubled the; hearts .of«Jews..: But- 
the Zionist leaders seem never to have had any dis- 


trust of the intentions of Britain. There were, how- 
ever, many misgivings in Great Britain itself, as the 
people were not at one on the great question of their 
government’s obligation to aid the Jews in rebuild- 
ing their natidnal home, especially, in view of the 
presence of the large Arab element in Palestine. All 
this is passing. Addressing the Zionists at Johannes- 
burg, South Africa, on “Our Stewardship of Pales- 
tine” (a speech printed in the October 28 issue of The 
New Palestine), Colonel Leopold Amery, British Sec- 
retary of State for the Colonies, speaks thus: 


“Some of you may have thought that progress has 
not been as rapid as it might have been. But at any 
rate you have got the whole British nation behind the 
faithful execution of the Mandate. No change in 
party politics in England is likely to have the slightest 
effect upon the continuity of the administration of 
Palestine. And you also have, what is at least as im- 
portant, a cordial and better understanding of the 
whole matter by the Arab population itself. I do 
not mean to say that there is not still a great deal 
of opposition in many sections, of the more active po- 
litical elements of the Arabs to the Mandate. But 
that opposition is of a.very different character to what 
it once was. It is not inspired by the same real, genu- 
ine alarm. It has also been modified by a conscious- 
ness of the fact that the progress brought about in 
Palestine by Jewish immigration has not been con- 
fined to the Jews alone, but has inevitably extended 
to the whole population; and one of the results of this 
has been a greater readiness to work together for 
practical ends.” - 


The Hebrew University 


OLONEL AMERY, in the same address in Jo- 
hannesburg, described the site of the Hebrew Uni- 
versity: : 

“To: give you just one other illustration of what I 
mean by the quality as apart from the quantity of 
what has been done. I don’t know whether any of you 
here has been privileged to visit the new Hebrew Uni- 
versity above Jerusalem. Well, you have a splendid 
site for a university here in Johannesburg. Of the 
same-character, but even more wonderful, is the site 
of that new university which was opened by Lord 
Balfour two years ago—on a high ridge looking down 
on the roofs and battlements of the old Holy City on 
the one side, and on the other looking right down 
along slopes dropping four thousand feet into the 
Valley*of the Jordan and the Dead Sea, and beyond, 
all the grand uplands of what was once Moab and 
Gilead. All this will have the effect of inspiring the 
imagination of the young student, as he comes in and 
out. The University has a great position and a great 
opportunity. No one can tell what may yet come in 
research, in philosophy, and in contributions for the 
good of the world from the new center of learning, 
and that site, in its wonderful situation among historic 
surroundings, cannot fail to stimulate the imagination 
even of the slowest mind.” 


This is the physical site. What of its “historic 
surroundings”? The highway comifig from the north, 
from Samaria and Galilee, strikes this ridge at the 
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Six barrels of Palestine cement have been .imported by 
the building committee of the Jewish Center of Williams- 
bridge, New York. City, to be used in laying the foundation 
for the new center. 

A group of Arab villagers attacked.a synagogue at Givath 
Saul, near Jerusalem, on the last day of Succoth, (Taber- 
nacles), injuring ‘ten Jewish worshipers. The police inter- 
vened and arrested twelve Arabs. 

A fixed annual tax has been substituted for the tithe, the 
ancient Turkish taxation system, on orange grvoes and 
‘other plantations in Palestine, in accordance with a new 
ordinance of the Palestine Government. 


Over 20,000 of the 31,821 Jewish laborers in Palestine, ac- 
cording to report, in 1926 could speak, read, and 
write Hebrew. This is a large number, when one recalls 
how many of these were newcomers ,in. Palestine and. had 
been accustomed in their homelands to the use of other 
tongues. 


Judge Joseph Sabath, a Jew, Chief Justice of the Supe- 
tior Court of Cook County, Illinois, is an advocate of uni- 
form divorce laws, throughout the United States. He speaks 
with authority on ‘the question, for he has signed twenty- 
five thousand diyorce decrees in the last six years, says 
The American Hebrew. 


The establishment in their old land, under the aegis of 
the British Government, of a home where the Jewish peo- 
ple will be -at liberty to develop their national genius and 
freely -to exercise. their.virtues of industry, thrift, and or- 
gahization in their own -way, marks an epoch in the world’s 
history.—Sir Alfred Mond. 


spot where the University is located and gives the 
traveler his first view of the Holy City, magnificent 
and inspiring. To this spot came Sennacherib and 
shook his fist against Jerusalem. Here came Alex- 
ander the Great and saw coming out of the city to 
meet him that procession which he had seen in a 
dream, headed by the high priest in his “robes of 
beauty and glory.” To this site came Titus in A. D. 
70, and pitched his tent here while he disposed the 
legions of Rome about the devoted city. Could any 
other site be more historic? 


Dr. Magnes and the University 


HE Jews of America are likely to hear much of 

the Hebrew University in these days. Dr. Judah 
L. Magnes, Dean of the University, is now in this 
country to raise an endowment fund of ten rrillion 
dollars for the University. He estimates that, if the 
University is to grow, it will require five years from 
now an assured income of $500,000 per annum. Last 
year the outlay was $200,000. Dr. Magnes told the 
two hundred prominent Jews present at a dinner 
given in his honor in New York by Mr. and Mrs. 
Felix M. Warburg, as reported in The Jewish Tribune, 
that he hoped to raise the endowment in five years. 
He said further: 

“Our Hebrew University has been established at a 
momentous pericd in the history of the world and 
in the history of thought, and it seems certain that 
it will carry on into history a perpetuation of Jewish 
culture and knowledge which would be unobtainable 
at any other institution.” 

Making no appeal to the God of their fathers, how 
little these Jews reck of the near future and its hor- 
rors, when almost the last vestige of Zionist effort in 
Palestine, its colonies and its schools, including its 
pride, the Hebrew University, will be utterly destroyed 
under the tread and at the hands of the armies of the 
world gathered into Palestine for Armageddon. The 
Great Tribulation and Armageddon will work the 
vengeance of God against unbelieving Zionism, open- 
ing the way after the return of the Lord for the ful- 
fillment of the true Zionism of the prophets. 


The New Testament in a Jewish Temple 


OW the apostasy in Israel marches along with the 

new Jewish interest in the New Testament is 
seen in the announcement in: The American Hebrew 
of November 4 that its editor, Dr. Isaac Landman, 
who is also rabbi of Temple Israel of Far Rockaway, 
N. Y., has introduced a course in the New Testament 
into- the Adult School of Religion in that- synagogue. 
This is clear from the statement by Rabbi Landman: 

“The time has come when the New Testament 
should no longer be a closed book to the Jews. Not 
so long ago the name of Jesus and the Christian holy 
book were anathema among our people. The Jews 
will never be able to understand their Christian fel- 
ows, until they know what there is in the New Tes- 
tament that creates a wall of misunderstanding be- 
tween them. - 

“Our New Testament course comes after five years’ 
study of the Jewish Scriptures, the Apocrypha, and 
Jewish Apocalyptic literature. Our students (they 
number eighteen) are well prepared on both the Jew- 
ish and pagan background to the New Testament, re- 
ligious and cultural. 

“We shall study the Christian Scriptures from the 
modern, scientific point of view as we have done our 
own. We shall ascertain which ideals and precepts 
in its pages are Jewish and which pagan; which are 
in their nature temporal and which enduring. We 
shall attempt to analyze’ and understand the point of 
cleavage between Judaism and Christianity as these 
are presented in the.two Testaments. ... We inaugu- 
rate this course under the aegis of the synagogue with 
the hope that other Jewish congregations will follow. 

“Religion today is undergoing changes far more 
radical in the spiritual evolution of mankind than were 
those in the days of Jesus. and Paul. -We ought to 
evaluate what there is in the Books of Religion of 
both Judaism and Christianity; what elements in them 
may contribute toward the development of a universal 
religion.” 

We are glad the New Testament is to be studied by 
these Jews. But the higher criticism is to dominate 
the study. May the Spirit of God overrule afl to the 
saving.of some souls. We hardly know of a bitterer 
anti-Zionist and antagonist of the true Christ. than 
Dr. Landman. 


New York Criry. 
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Why Dr. “Tom” Is Returning to Abyssinia 


As Ethiopia stretches out her hands unto God 














66 HE New Challenge of the Abyssinian Fron- 
tiers” was the theme under which Robert C. 
McQuilkin, Dean of the Columbia Bible School 

and a former Associate Editor of The Sunday School 

Times, in last week’s issue told of God’s remarkable 

call to Dr. Lambie and two other missionary leaders 

to undertake a new pioneer work in southern Abys- 
sinia. The first result of this call was the formation 
of the Abyssinian Frontiers Mission. Soon a union 
was effected with the Sudan Interior Mission, and Dr. 

Lambie and Mr. Rhoad, with a little band of workers, 

sailed from New York, on November 10, for the new 

field. Some weeks before he left this country, Dr. 

Lambie wrote to his brother-in-law, Mr. McQuilkin, 

the following letter, telling of the great need and 

great opportunity in Abyssinia. Mr. McQuilkin 
shares this letter with Sunday School Times readers, 
in the hope that it may be used to call forth many to 
prayer partnership for Abyssinia’s unreached ‘millions. 





Dear Bos: 

I promised to write and tell you something of the 
founding of our new mission, so here goes. 

The impression has gone abroad, somehow, that 
every part of Africa, in some measure at least, has 
been explored and occupied by Christian missionaries. 
If even the more serious of our church members were 
questioned, they would probably give answer: 

“Oh, yes, Dr. Livingstone! Wasn’t he great? He 
did such wonderful things on the Zambesi and in South 
Africa. And that wonderful ‘Thinking Black’ fel- 
low, what’s his name? Oh, yes, Dan Crawford. And 
the tall grass. How tall is that grass, by the way? 
And then in West Africa the Presbyterians have a 
great work, haven’t they? or is it the Baptists? I 
don’t quite remember. It is one or the other, at any 
rate. 

“Uganda? Wasn't that ‘white man of work’ won- 
derful, Mackenzie, wasn’t it, — or was she the woman 
that wrote in the Atlantic about the babus? Not the 
babus? Oh, yes, I did know that the babus were in 
India. Kind of clerks, aren’t they? The Bulu! 
That’s the tribe she worked with on the Nile, wasn’t 
it? A friend of mine went on a trip to Egypt last 
winter and brought back some of the loveliest Oriental 
beads. She said she heard that there was some won- 
derful mission work going on in Egypt, but she did 
not have time to look it up. I think Africa is so 
wonderful, and I am so glad that the missionaries are 
there doing good and teaching the people to be Chris- 
tians.” 

Of course, Bob, I am not comparing you to people 
who know only so much. You loved Africa so much 
that you once volunteered to go there, and were ready to 
sail, when so providentially hindered. But I find that 
it comes as a distinct surprise and shock, even to mis- 
sionaries of twenty years’ experience in Africa, to 
hear that there is no missionary in Brench Somali- 
land, British Somaliland, Italian Somaliland; Jubaland, 
Southern Abyssinia, Northern Kenya, and Southeast- 
ern Sudan. That all these countries, which are con- 
tiguous, are without any evangelical witness, and that 
no organized society is planning to go to them are 
facts that few recognize, and these are the chief rea- 
sons for the organization of the Abyssinian Frontiers 
Mission. 

A recent article in The Sunday School Times called 
attention to the increasing number of “faith missions” 
and to the somewhat different character of work that 
they are doing, in going to the unoccupied fields of 
the world. Without attempting the enormous and 
very expensive institutional work that seems, to an 
ever increasing degree, to monopolize the growing 
powers of the denominational boards, faith missions 
are seeking, rather, to witness for Christ where he 
has never been made known, and attempting only such 
educational and philanthropic services as will have a 
direct bearing upon such witnessing. This does not 
mean that schools and orphanages and small ‘hospitals 
are not made use of, but they are kept small and used 
primarily for the one purpose of carrying the Good 
News to those in darkness. 

I am sure that none of the faith missions would 
criticize the denominational boards with their enor- 
mous and very successful, though tremendously expen- 
sive institutions. We feel, however, that perhaps a differ- 
ent and more primitive type of work is given to us, not 
to fill up any deficiency in the quality of the work 
being done by the denominational boards, but to reach 
to some of those places that the great institutionalized 
missions are not reaching. : 

We all should feel more than we do the appalling 
need of these places that have net so much as heard 
of Christ, who are without the reach of the printed 
page and, humanly speaking, are without hope and 
without God in the world. Such peoples are often 
weeks and even months journeys away from any pos- 


sible source of Gospel knowledge. They are as far 
from hearing of Christ Jesus and his love as were the 
rude inhabitants of Britain, when Christ was here on 
earth. The light has never shone upon them. Those 
of us who think that the Gospel must be preached for 
a witness to all nations before his coming have per- 
haps an additional urge laid upon us, but all Chris- 
tians must feel the urgency of a personal saving 
knowledge of him for the whole world, —that is, if 
we really believe that without him the heathen are lost. 

In some ways the appeal to these regions is a Liv- 
ingstonian one, for they are scarcely explored. On 
the most reliable maps furnished by the American or 
Royal Geographical societies, which I have taken pains 
to secure, tremendous rivers are indicated by dotted 
lines, which mean guesses,— guesses that the river 
runs somewhere about in the locations shown. Thou- 
sands of miles of water courses are shown in this way. 
Areas of many thousands of square miles are left with- 
out nomenclature, or, as one hopeful but wholly erro- 
neous explorer reported, as “Budda.” This designa- 
tion appears over a great district. I have some knowl- 
edge of Abyssinian languages, and I know that “budda” 
means, “A people, or a place where a people live who 
are capable of making themselves into hyenas at night, 
to haunt and hurt others, and who, in daytime, go 
about as other human beings.” The explorer saw, per- 
haps, a great area that he wished to examine. His 
guide probably feared to go there and said, “That 
place is budda. Do not, go there.” So ever after on 
the map that the explorer made, the place lives as 
“Budda.” 

A more complete knowledge of all these areas must 
precede any great advance along missionary lines. 
This is one of the first things that George Rhoad 


“and I must do, after we go out. We shall mount what 


he calls “The Long Eared Limited,” or, in other words, 
long eared mules, and go to some of these regions 
beyond, with the purpose of definitely choosing sites 
for misssion stations, and, as speedily as the Lord per- 
mits, open up work in the dotted line areas. We 
have heard about signing on the dotted line. Too 
many people sign there without knowing what that 
dotted line’ means. We want to know about these 
dotted, line rivers and the ‘people who live on their 
banks before we definitely locate mission stations. I 
do not think any two people ever, felt their own in- 
sufficiency more than we do. Insufficient to sign on 
this or any other dotted line, only as He directs, We 
want his Signature, not ours, on the going and on the 
signing. 

It is a Livingstonian. enterprise from still another 
angle, that of slavery. It will come as a distinct sur- 
prise to many, if not to you, to know that, in this area, 
there are literally millions of slaves. A friend of mine, 
Major D— of the British Army, was in Southern 
Abyssinia some years ago. In two days, a caravan of 
more than three thousand slaves passed the hut in 
which he was temporarily stopping. And he stopped 
counting while they were still passing. I do not have 
to depend upon his witness, for I have seen enough 
with my own eyes. This, I hasten to add, is not ac- 
cording to the wish of the Regent, His Imperial High- 
ness, Ras Tafari Makonnen, with whom I have had 
several conversatigns on the subject, and who is very 
desirous of ridding his country of this blot. He is 
not, as yet, the absolute ruler of Abyssinia, and un- 
fortunately there is a large class of Abyssinian nobil- 
ity who are profiting from the slave labor, and are 
hence unwilling to give up the slaves. They tie his 
hands, at least to a great extent. 

As is to be expected where the rivers are repre- 
sented by dotted lines, there are no roads. One stretch 
of railway extends from the sea up to Addis Ababa, 
the capital of Abyssinia, but, aside from this bit of 
single-track line, there is not even a wagon road. 
Mere trails wind over the mountains, where even the 
“Long Eared Limited” often finds it difficult to go. The 
distance from the capital city and the lack of communi- 
cation with the remote parts add to the difficulty of ad- 
ministration, so that the petty governors of the out- 
lying provinces are able to do much as they please 
along slavery as well as other lines, this adds to the 
difficulties of the Regent in putting down the slave 
trade and in instituting the other reforms that he de- 
sires. 

His Highness, as you have heard, claims, with all 
Abyssinian rulers, descendency from King Solomon 
and the Queen of Sheba. It is interesting to note 
also that the people of this land do not call them- 
selves Abyssinians but Ethiopians, hence the signifi- 
cance of the prophecy, “Ethiopia shall soon [suddenly] 
stretch out her hands unto God” (Psa. 68:31). The 
state department has recently notified the Geographical 
Society that, in the future, maps are to drop “Abys- 
sinia” for the word “Ethiopia.” 

I find too that some think that the Abyssinian church 
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is a branch of the Coptic church in Egypt. This 
is not really so. The union is weaker than we would 
imagine, and the Abyssinians seem anxious to drop 
it altogether, especially since the recent death of 
Abuna Mattheos, the prelate of Abyssinia. It is, after 
all, only a fraction of the immense population who 
hold even a nominal allegiance to- this Nestorian 
church. Most of the people, and I might almost say 
all of the people, that our new mission is hoping to 
reach, are either Mohammedans or else Animistic 
pagans, who pray to trees and mountains or any freak 
of nature, and who accredit divine honors to certain 
wizards or witch doctors who have tremendous in- 
fluence over their darkened minds. 

The people of the vast Somalilands are Mohamme- 
dan, as far as anyone knows, but they are not the 
fanatical type that prevails elsewhere. They do not 
speak Arabic, and, without doubt, they can be ap- 
proached with the Christian message, but no one has 
ever gone to them. Their darkness is truly abysmal. 

If this area were as well staffed with missionaries as 
other.areas of Africa and India, which are certainly 
not overstaffed, there would be something like five 
hundred missionaries, according to Mr. Rhoad’s esti- 
mate. As it is, there are none. One could travel 
from east to west in a straight line over this section 
and find no herald, or from north to south six weeks 
and find no voice in the wilderness. 

You know something of how the Lord-led Alfred 
Buxton, George Rhoad and me together in this fel- 
lowship. Buxton’s article in the booklet, “Abyssinia 
Quickly,” tells something of it. The way we were 
brought together was really quite miraculous, but I do 
confess to a little discouragement at times in the lack 
of helpful interest, or should I say lack of prayerful 
interest, on the part of God’s own people in getting 
the Gospel to those who have never heard, and who, 
humanly speaking, have not the ghost of a chance 
of hearing. 

The greatest work of all, it would seem, must be 
done in America. A large number of intercessors 
are needed who will pray out the laborers for this 
great work, who will pray down the power upon the 
men, who will pray out the sometimes unwilling dol- 
lars that are so much needed, who will pray avenues 
of entrance into territories and to individuals, and 
who will pray loose the shackles from men’s souls and 
bodies. 

The constant longing for better things that is im- 
planted in almost all of us seems too often to take 
an inward rather than an outward direction. We want 
better homes, better motor cars, better schools and 
churches for ourselves, and more rest and pleasure. 
Somehow we have become bewildered by our many 
activities and wants, and perhaps we are self-satisfied. 
We think that we have done oyr bit when we have 
attended the missionary meeting or have dropped the 
price of a gallon of gas into the collection plate. We 
are far too smug. We are far too contented with 
ourselves. Livingstone would have a hard time mov- 
ing us. We have, in looking for good things, some- 
how lost sight of the best thing, that Christ died for 
a world of sinners. 

In going out to Abyssinia we believe that we are 
going on His errand, and not our own. We believe 
it to be his darling wish that these sitting in darkness 
shall hear, at least once, how he loves them and how 
he died to set them free,—yes, free even of those 
horrid slave irons that the blacksmith puts on, as 
well as free in heart and soul. 

Tom. 


Letters from a Farm Mother 
to Her Son at College 


V. Personal Work 


Skylight Farm, 
Dear Boy o’MIneE: 


I am greatly interested in what you write about 
“the guy at the dorm who has no home to go to.” By 
all means invite him to visit us during the holidays, 
even though as you say you don’t particularly like 
him. I have entertained a good many varieties of 
people, and I am sure we can find some point of con- 
tact. You and I can hardly imagine what it would 
be like not to belong to anybody, not to have anyone 
whom we were eager to tell all about everything. I 
am seriously considering making memoranda of the 
multitude of things I shall want to tell you during 
the holidays, trifles that would take too much time 
to write. But I know that if you get the floor first I 
shall probably never even get started. 

However, there’s one thing about this boy that 
touches me more deeply than the fact that he has no 
home to go to. Evidently from what you say he 
doesn’t even know the love of the heavenly Father. 
Has that made an appeal to you? It is time that you 
learned to be keenly, even painfully sensitive to your 
own responsibility to such as he. I saw a lost child 
on the city street one day, and every one of us in the 
crowd. immediately forgot our own hurries and wor- 
ries in sympathy for the little stray. Yet that busy 
street was thronged with those who were lost to the 
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heavenly Father, and no one seemed to give that fact 
a thought. 

You heard a good deal a few weeks ago about 
“freshman orientation.” All your college life should 
be a period of orientation, learning to know your- 
self in relation to those about you. I hope you will 
early recognize your duty to become an active fisher 
of men. T am certain that this is a work not dele- 
gated to a handful of the Master’s disciples, though 
unfortunately it is undertaken by only a few. 

So many Christians take refuge in the hope of ex- 
erting a silent influence. That is a fine thing to do, 
but it is not enough. Particularly in our day is it 
important to be very positive in our position. Not 
long ago I heard a minister of somewhat liberal views 
express contempt for “Pilgrim’s Progress” because it 
stressed the saving of the individual soul rather than 
the uplifting of the masses. But men are not saved in 
masses today any more than they were on that noon- 
day so long ago when the Lord Jesus sat on a well 
curb and talked long with one lost woman. I can- 
not presume to say whom you are to approach or 
how you are to do it; but I am very sure you have 
reached an age when God will hold you responsible 
for an out-and-out spoken witness for him, and I think 
it very likely that there are certain of your fellows 
whom he will wish you to win to him. Get it vividly 
before your mind that the most brilliant, likeable fel- 
low in school is just as truly lost without Christ as 
is the lowest heathen, and that your responsibility for 


_his soul may be just as great as if he had never heard 


the Gospel. Listen at all times for. the Spirit’s voice. 
You can learn to recognize it instantly. 

Yet don’t for one minute think that I would despise 
the silent influence of an upright life. The spoken Word 
without such background is of little value. Thank 
God, you’ve had opportunity to observe its value at 
home. You and I know that there’s a reason why 
Dad’s hired men seldom swear, at least after they’ve 
been here a little while. I think I'll tell you a little 
episode from my own experience which I don’t like 
to remember. 

I hadn’t been living very long on the farm, and my 
ideas of what was required of me were still pretty 
theoretical. We had no tenant house then, and the 
hand was quite one of the family. We had a most 
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ungodly man working for us, and I had been, with 
much fear and trembling, watching for an opportunity 
to speak to him about his soul. 

There came a cold, bleak, rainy day. Dad had gone 
to town, and Jim came in to sit by the fire where I 
sat mending. I was just casting about in my mind 
for the right word when there came a knock at the 
door. I opened it to find a rather uninviting-looking 
old man. <A buggy stood at the gate. He asked, 
“Could we put up for the night and get in out of 
the storm?” 

I’ve never understood why I hesitated. I remember 
wondering vaguely if there was room in the barn for 
his horse, and stammering something about my hus- 
band’s not being at home. While I hesitated, the mam 
turned on his heel and went back to the buggy. I 
closed the door and said, “Oh, Jim, I ought to have 
taken him in, ought I not?” 

He replied, “I expect a’most anybody would take 
folks in a day like this.” 

Instantly I was filled with remorse. I snatched up 
a shawl and ran out into the road. It seemed that 
it had been only a minute, but there was no buggy in 
sight in either direction. And I seemed to hear a 
voice in my ear, “I was a stranger, and ye took me 
not in.’ I went back into the house with a heavy 
heart, and didn’t say anything to Jim about his soul — 
and I never had another opportunity. 

From that day to this I’ve striven to be “given to 
hospitdlity.” I’ve fed and lodged all sorts of folks. 
There was the Russian junk man who fell on his 
knees before the bookcase and feverishly cried, “Oh, 
books! books!” the Syrian Jew whose whole English 
repertoire consisted of “Blace to stay tonight,” but 
who proved a charming guest; the handsome Greek 
peddler who rewarded my hospitality with needles and 
safety pins. I rather regret that the automobile has 
largely done away with the demand for such hos- 
pitality. It was broadening. But I can’t forget 
one opportunity that caught me unprepared. So far 
as I know, Jim never became a Christian. I should 
like to know that I am, with Paul, free from the blood 
of all men. 

Dear boy, let’s learn to “walk in wisdom toward 
them that are without, buying up the opportunity.” 


Your MorHer. 
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Petra, the Red Rock Capital of Edom 


By Professor A. H. Sayce, D.D., Litt.D. 


Visiting a wealthy trade center that 


was ‘‘lost’’ for generations 














**4 Rip Van Winkle city’® is the term that Lowell Thomas applies te Petra, in his ‘‘Boys’ Life of Colonel 


Lawrence.’’ 


Inaccessible on three sides except through a narrow defile between high cliffs, and protected an the 


fourth by the Great Salt Valley, Petra was lost to civilization for centuries until rediscovered in 1812. For 
years, until a garrison of troops was stationed near by, it has been the stronghold of Bedouin robbers, but now 


it is open to the archeologists. 


Professor Sayce tells what he found there, on a recent visit. Exceptional interest 


is attached to Petra in these days, due to the.suggestion of some students of prophecy that Petra is doubtless the 
city of refuge tg which the remnant of Israel will flee when pursued by the invading armies of the Antichrist 
. during the great tribulation. 


celebrated as “the rose-red city, half as old as 

time,” a line that was said to have won for its 
author an Oxford prize. But there were difficulties 
in the way; the Bedouin who inhabited the country 
were among the worst of their kind, and more than 
one traveler made his way among them at the risk of 
his life. Now and again it was possible to visit the 
site, which had been accidentally discovered by Burck- 
hardt in 1812, after the payment of a heavy bakshish 
but the visit was necessarily a hurried one and the 
visitor had to be content with seeing the conventional 
sights to which his Arab guides conducted him. 

The conditions are now changed; the Bedouin have 
been turned out of the cavernous tombs that they and 
their animals had occupied, and a body of soldiers 
is permanently stationed in the village of Elji, two 
miles distant from Petra, to keep them under control. 
Henceforward the traveler will be able to visit the 
ancient city without fear of molestation, can remain 
there - long as he likes, and can wander and explore 
at will. 

The need of exploration was one of the first things 
that struck me. Archeologically, it may be considered 
as still an unexplored region of the world. To the 
north of it, for instance, I found an early cemetery, 
entirely untouched, where the poorer inhabitants of 
the city were buried, while their wealthier neighbors 


[: HAD long been a desire of mine to visit Petra, 


‘were carving sumptuous tombs for themselves out of 


“rose-red” sandstone cliffs. I was not prepared to 


- find the mounds that mark the site of the city itself, 


as distinguished from its tombs and temples, either so 
extensive or so deep as they actually are. They are 
full of fragments of a very fine, polished, red ware, 
which must have been made in the neighborhood, very 
hard and, at the same time, as thin as Chinese porce- 
lain. The latest specimens I came across are of a 
period as recent as the age of Constantine, but in the 


lower layers of the mounds there are others of con- 
siderable antiquity. No pottery like it is met with, 
either in Egypt or in Palestine. 

My visit was made under specially pleasant auspices. 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Cook, with their daughter and 
son-in-law, had planned the expedition and invited my 
Egyptian host, Claudius Pasha, and myself to join 
them. We traveled comfortably,—in a motor car 
from Jerusalem to Amman, the ancient Ammon; via 
the restored railway line between Amman and Ma‘an, 
and from Ma‘an to Petra by car and horseback. 
At Petra we occupied some of the sepulchral caves, 
out of which the Bedouin had been moved, one of 
them serving as a kitchen. On awaking in the morn- 
ing my first sight was that of the rising sun lighting 
up the opposite cliff, with the frontages of its rock- 
cut tombs, which had been carved into the likeness of 
temples or, in one case, of a stately palace. 

On all sides are evidénces of the wealth of the for- 
mer possessors of the city. They were a body of rich 
traders who controlled the commerce in spices and 
incense from southern Arabia to Palestine and the 
Mediterranean. Their wealth, in fact, excited the 
cupidity of the Roman Empire. An abortive attempt 
was made to divert the trade to a route by sea; and 
Trajan, in A. D. 106, finally succeeded in capturing 
the old city and turning its territory into a Roman 
province. The ruins of the Roman fortresses that 
protected the province from the Bedouin on. its east- 
ern side can still be seen. 

But oppressive taxation eventually killed the trade, 
and its Nabataean promoters moved northward to 
Palmyra on the Euphrates. After the fall of the Ro- 
man Empire Petra became deserted; its tombs were 
robbed of their contents and occupied instead by the 
Bedouin with their flocks and herds. 

My visit to the place made me understand its his- 
tory and how it came to be a great trading center and 
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the abode of a rich mercantile community. Between 
the Jordan and Medina, on the road to Mecca and 
the south of Arabia, it is the one spot where there 
is not only abundance of water, but of the purest water 
as well. It is said that, in the Crusading period, there 
was more water there than is the case today, but there 
is still no lack of it. I shall never forget a morning I 
spent in a rocky gorge on the ascent to the temple 
known as the Deir or “Monastery”; three basins had 
been hollowed in the rocky ledge, overhung with 
masses of maidenhair fern, which partly concealed 
some Nabataean inscriptions, while, beside them, a 
spring of sparkling water gushed out of the rock and 
fell on the flowering shrubs and trees that clung to 
the edges of the cliff. ; 

Ma‘an, eastward of Petra, is the nearest starting 
place for it, and it is also the half-way house for 
the Mohammedan pilgrims on their road between Da- 
mascus and Mecca, and for the same reason as that 
which made Petra itself a wealthy city. Here, too, at 
Ma‘an water is found, though wells have to be sunk 
in order to find it. Hitherto the supply has not been 
good; but boring operations are now being carried on 
and excellent drinking water has been discovered only 
twenty meters below the surface. In Petra, however, 
no wells or search for water were required: the 
springs were there already. We need not wonder, 
therefore, that it became such a rich and populous 
city. 

It was, moreover, impregnable on three of its sides. . 
East, west, and south, the mountains rise above it, en- 
closing it within a semicircle of precipitous cliffs, that 
on the west being Mount Hor. On the south, indeed, 
there is a passageway, but its width varies from ten 
to twenty feet only, and the walls of rock that rise 
on either side are more than a hundred feet in height. 
On the north alone was it accessible to an invader, and 
on the north it is the termination of that terrible 
“Valley of Salt” that stretches away from the soutk- 
ern end of the Dead Sea, offering salt only instead of 
water to the thirsty traveler. 

Petra is the Greek translation of the native name 
Sela‘, “a rock,” and we hear of it several times in the 
Old Testament. Isaiah (16:1) describes the king- 
dom of Moab in his day as extending as far south- 
ward as Sela‘, and at one time it was the capital of 
Edom. “The pride of thine heart hath deceived thee,” 
says Obadiah (v. 3) to the Edomite, “thou that dwell- 
est in the clefts of the rock [Sela‘],” where the Au- 
thorized Version has mistranslated the Hebrew text 
and inserted the article “the,” which does not exist. 
David conquered and garrisoned Edom after defeating 
eighteen thousand Edomites in the Valley of Salt (the 
present Hebrew text has “Aram,” “Syrians,” instead 
of Edom, which was still read in the time of the 
Septuagint translation), as we read in 2 Samuel 8: 
13, 14. In later days, after the revolt of Edom from 
Judah, Amaziah “went to the valley of salt, and 
smote of the children of Seir ten thousand. And 
other ten thousand left alive did the children of Judah 
carry away captive, and brought them to the top of the 
rock [summit of Sela‘], and cast them down from 
the top of the rock [summit of Sela‘], that they all 
were broken in pieces” (2 Chron. 25:11, 12). The 
mounds that mark the site of the ancient city are en- 
circled with precipices, down any of which the cap- 
tives could have been thrown. 

But the recognition of what first made Petra the 
Edomite capital, and subsequently a great mercantile 
community, its possession, namely, of abundant water 
springs in a waterless region of the world, throws 


‘light on another passage in the Old Testament and 


tells us who its first founder must have been. In the 
thirty-sixth chapter of Genesis we hear of the Horites 
or “Cavemen” who were the predecessors of the 
Edomites in the land that was afterward Edom. One 
of these Horites was a certain Anah and we are told 
of him that he it was who “found the mules [yémim] 
in the wilderness, as he fed the asses of Zibeon his 
father’ (Gen?’ 36:24). There is no such word in 
Hebrew, however, as “yémim,” so the Septuagint 
translators merely transcribed it in Greek letters with- 
out attempting a translation, while some of the later 
rabbis conjectured that it was the Greck word 
“hémionos,” “a mule.” Hence the translation “mules” 
in the Authorized Version, regardless of the fact that 
there were no horses in the desert in those early days, 
and that Greek is not Hebrew. But we have only to 
change the places of two of the letters in the Hebrew 
word, “y” and “m,” to obtain the werd “mayyim,” or 
“waters,” which must obviously have been the original 
reading. What Anah found was “the waters” of 
Petra, where his asses could drink and eat the herbage 
that grew beside them, and where an oasis was formed 
in a dreary, waterless desert of the south. 

The record of Petra thus goes back to the first 
book of the Old Testament. Indirectly it is associated 
also with the New Testament. It was the governor 
of Damascus under Aretas IV, the Nabataean king 
of Petra, who attempted to arrest Paul, and from 
whom the apostle escaped by being let down in a 
basket over the wall of the city. At that time, there- 
fore, the rule of its kings extended as far northward 
as Syria. From first to iast the old City of the Rock 
thus plays its part in the drama of our Bible. 

EpINBURGH, SCOTLAND. 
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Is it one of the greatest missionary 
opportunities of this generation ? 





Why Evangelize Belgium ? 


By Edith F. Norton 








Mr. U. Cosandey, who stood next to the late General William Booth, and who was the Salvation Army’s 
Commissioner for Latin Europe, oan eg said there was no movement of the Spirit of God today in 


Europe comparable to that in Belgium. 
have spoken in the 
services but have no hall. 


‘any other leaders in Christian activity and thought, visiting Belgium, 
same strong terms. There is one city, Stockay, where over two hundred 


people attend 


There is another city of a hundred thousand people, whose City Council, for the past 
six years, has given the Bourse for holding evangelistic meetings. 


Again and again the Mission has tried to rent a building there, but have been unable to do so. 


As many as eight hundred people attend. 
Only the 


purchase of a building will solve the problem. Shall the Gospel still be denied to this city of one hundred thousarid 


lost souls? May praying Christians and God’s stewards make answer, ‘‘No!’’ 


Gifts for the work may be sent 


to Charles G. Trumbull, Treasurer, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 


HY evangelize Belgium? This question is 
W eomeimes asked, and it is one that deserves a 

comprehensive answer. There are cogent rea- 
sons why we believe that Belgium presents one of the 
greatest missionary opportunities of this generation, 
and happily we are not alone in our conviction. 

Large numbers of English and American friends 
who have visited us in Brussels have been taken 
through the provinces where they have seen the work 
of the Spirit in the outlying stations of the Belgian 
Gospel Mission, and they have said, many of them pub- 
licly, “It is a miracle of the grace of God,” and, “It 
is an opportunity that should be used to the best ad- 
vantage.” 

We would adduce, as the first reason for the imme- 
diate and intensive evangelization of this land, the 
fact of her martyr past, for Belgium possesses a glo- 
rious religious background. A few facts from her his- 
tory will confirm this. 

From the earliest times af the Belgian people they 
have been renowned for their sturdy independence and 
for their valiant love of liberty. Caesar rendered 
their name immortal in writing,of them, ‘The bravest 
of all these northern tribes were the Belgae.” In the 
last century before Christ, it cost Caesar many years 
and legions of soldiers to conquer these hardy peoples, 
at that time little more than naked savages. Finally 
they were subdued, almost totally annihilated. Then 
began for them long centuries of bondage, first under 
one reigning dynasty, then under another. In a word, 
they were under a succession of Roman, Frankish, 
feudal, Spanish, Austrian, Napoleonic, and Dutch mas- 
ters until 1830, when at last their struggle of almost 
two millenniums for national existence and independ- 
ence was successful. 

It is not of their long political martyrdom that I 
would speak, but of that event that befell these peo- 
ples of the “Low Countries” between the years 1515 
and 1700. ‘ 

As early as the seventh century after Christ, they 
had been evangelized, but by the middle of the fif- 
teenth century their religion had degenerated into 
a hodgepodge of myth, pagan fable, and crude super- 
stition. The land was honeycombed by gross im- 
morality and the pursuit of pleasure was made possible 
by their great material prosperity. It is hard for us 
to realize that, during the period from the twelfth 
to the fifteenth centuries, Ghent, Bruges, Courtrai, and 
Ypres were all larger and more important cities than 
were Paris and London. Indeed, Ghent was then 
five times the size of London. 

It was at the beginning of the reign of Charles V, 
in 1515, that Belgium began to be caught in the mighty 
tide of the Reformation. . When the printed Scrip- 
tures appeared in the “Low Countries,’ which then 
comprised what is now Holland, as well as Belgium, 
the effect was electrical and dynamic. In a mighty 
revulsion from their orgies of pleasure and vice, they 
turned wholesale to the pure teachings of evangelical 
truth. A 

It is said that when Linacer, a Romanist doctor 
and brilliant man of the time of Henry VIII, first saw 
a New Testament and read parts of it, he at last flung 
it from him with a terrible oath, saying, “Either this 
book is not true, or we Catholics are not Christians.” 
So with the Belgian people: as they read the holy 
pages of the Bible, they were given to see that what 
they had been fed, in the name of religion, was but 
empty husks. Even their great religious libraries held 
few original texts, but contained mostly romantic and 
fanciful versions of Bible truths, garbled and colored 
by pagan myth and fable. Even Buddha had been in- 
troduced into the church calendar. When the Bel- 
gians learned these things for themselves —and they 
py an intelligent people —a revolution was inevit- 
able. 

The growth and rapid spread of evangelical truth 
soon alarmed Charles V, and in 1521 the policy of 
persecution was introduced. After this emperor’s 
death, his son, Philip II, carried on the terrible work 
in a more thorough and dire fashion. One cannot go 
in detail into the history of that ghastly time. Suffice 
jt to say that probably never has so terrific a’ perse- 
cution been let loose upon any people as was visited 
upon the defenseless population of the low countries. 


At last, so great was their tenacity of belief and their 
courage under the horrors of the Netherlands Inquisi- 
tion, which caused tens of. thousands to be burned, 
hanged, and buried alive, that the Duke of Alva, with 
his infamous “Blood Council,” issued the most com- 
prehensive and terribie edict ever penned. By this 
decree the whole population of the iow countries, with 
only a few specified exceptions, was condemned to 
death for heresy. This certainly was never carried 
owt, but it showed the ferocious determination of the 
Spanish house to exterminate evangelical truth, 

At this time not only was the best blood of Bel- 
gium shed for its faith, but hundreds of thousands of 
her most industrious and capable mechanics and busi- 
ness men emigrated to freer lands, to the lasting en- 
richment of those countries and to Belgium’s impov- 
erishment. It is said that the emigration of a hun- 
dred thousand Flemings and Walloons to England, 
among whom, were skillful craftsmen, weavers, lace- 
makers, and the like, changed a simple agricultural 
people into the mighty nation of industrial and: manu- 
facturing importance that we know today. Does not 
England owe a debt to little Belgium which she should 
labor to repay? For her very commercial greatness 
>> some measure due to Belgians exiled for their 
aith. 

How about America? Was it not Jesse de Forest 
of Avesnes, one of these emigrants for conscience’ 
sake, who became the true founder of our own New 
York City? It was he who projected the colony that 
crossed to America in 1623, in the ship “New Nether- 
land,” and that settled Manhattan, the upper Hudson, 
and the Delaware Bay region. And what about Guido 
de Bray of Mons? It was he who was the author 
of the “Belgic Confession of Faith,” written in French, 
and brought over in the “New Netherland” by these 
same colonists. Guido de Bray was chief among the 
spiritual leaders of the Belgian people and this con- 
fession of faith is one of the noblest expressions of 
Christian faith and doctrine that has ever been writ- 
ten. In early life he had become a student of the Bible 
in the original Greek and Hebrew, and the thirty- 
seven articles of this classic “Confession” were the 
result of his profound and reverent scholarship. De 
Bray was aided in this great work by ‘other the- 


ologians of the time, among them the peerless the- . 


ologian, Francis Junius. It is said of the last named 
that he preached to his congregation in Antwerp by 
the light of martyr fires burning in the square just 
below their windows. ‘This confession of faith was 
completed in 1561, and the following year was sent to 
the Monarch Philip II, accompanied by the signatures 
of one hundred thousand Flemings and Walloons, who, 
while declaring their loyalty to their king, affirmed 
that rather than deny their divine Master they were 
ready to “offer their backs to stripes, their mouths to 
gags, and their whole bodies to the fire.” Their peti- 
tion was spurned and they were put to death or driven 
out of the land, and Guido de Bray, loaded with chains, 
was hanged in May, 1567. 

The “Belgic Confession of Faith” is acknowledged 
to be one of the best statements of the Reformed faith 
and is today used in the Reformed churches of 
Holland, the West Indies, South America, and 
South Africa, as well as in England and America. 
Do we not owe something to Belgium, the country that 
gave us this document? And tragedy of tragedies, 
the land that gave that noble confession to the Chris- 
tian world finally lust out in her hardest fight for 
liberty and was crushed by the Church of Rome, just 
as seventeen centuries earlier she had been crushed 
by Caesar’s legions. Ah! What might Belgium be 
today had that noble confession of faith been incor- 
porated into the national life and consciousness of 
her people! But she lost her fight, and Rome took 
the ascendency once more. Her thousands martyred 
and scattered, poor Belgium had to wait until the 
World War was the means of again putting into her 
hands the Word of God, “loved long since, and lost 
awhile.” 

Down through the centuries since the great perse- 
cution, certainly God had not left himself without 
a witness in Belgium, but there were only feeble lights 
kere and there. Then the war scattered the Belgian 
people to Protestant England and Holland, and God 
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used the Belgian Gospel Mission to evangelize the 
army. Before the war, Belgium was a land practically 
without the Bible, and unbelievably steeped in medieval 
superstition and legend. Today the shackles are again 
falling, blind eyes are opening, eager hands are reach- 
ing out for the Word of Life. Dare we withhold it? 
Is it not an additional and impelling reason for evan- 
gelizing this land, that today millions of her people 
have turned from the fables of Romanism and have 
become materialists and Socialists, all because they had 
no other form of religion to satisfy their hunger? 
Today in our forty stations in all the nine provinces 
of Belgium, we are seeking to meet this spiritual ex- 
igency; but how inadequate are our resources in 
workers and preaching halls, in the face of the stu- 
pendous need and opportunity ! 

Still another reason for pressing forward is the 
eager response to our efforts; not only have we the 
advantage of religious tolerance, and in cities such as 
Brussels, the co-operation of the civic authorities; but 
in market place or fair, or wherever we stop our Gos- 
ple car or set up our Gospel tent, an interested crowd 
will gather, sometimes. as many as five hundred lis- 
tening quietly for an hour or more to the Gospel mes- 
sage. As many as two hundred and fifty New Testa- 
ments have been sold to such a crowd. Certainly 
there are local disturbances from time to time, incited 
usually by priests or turbulent. students, but in the 
main we can have an. interested and appreciative 
hearing anywhere in Belgium. 

Another reason for advance is the phenomenally 
rapid growth of this work. It was founded in 1918 
as a consequence of the preceding effort of three years 
with the Belgian troops. Surely the Holy Spirit is 
doing a new and wondrous thing, in Belgium after the 
lapse of centuries, and we are seeking to co-operate 
with him in the field in which he has chosen so sig- 
nally to manifest his power. The tales of conversion 
coming from every quarter of the land are also rea- 
sons for increasing our efforts. Surely with so many 
hungry souls responding, there must be thousands of 
others waiting to be told the glad tidings. Here we 
see Belgium, a land once largely Protestant but robbed 
of her birthright, now open and eager in her desire 
for the truth; we see souls pressing into the kingdom; 
we see the Holy Spirit doing a wondrous thing in the 
short period since the war; we see the population of 
the land turning by thousands away from the ancient 
church; we see these same people in crowds listening 
attentively to our message wherever it is given, — open 
doors, open hearts, pathetic appeals on every side, glo- 
rious conversions. The coming of the Lord draws 
near. Oh, need one say more to convince those who 
read that Belgium must now be evangelized? 

BrussELs, BELGIUM. 








Girls’ Problems of Today 
Discussed by Mother Ruth | 




















Questions for answer, and other communications, 
may be addressed to Mother Ruth, The Sunday 
School Times, 323-327 North Thirteenth Street, Phila- 
delphia. No names or addresses or identity will be 
published in The Sunday School Times; and if ques- 
tions are too for an answer in these 
columns, Mother Ruth will be glad to reply indi- 
vidually if possible, if return postage is enclosed. 


Dear Mother Ruth: You have helped so many that I am 
sure by your words of advice and comfort and thought 
you could help cheer me, 

I am a young mother, with four small children, and my 
husband does not care for me. He wants to take in 
dances and card parties, and never thinks about church. 

I am not a Christian, but long for the love and comfort 
that I know come only from God. Could you advise me 
what to do? 


Do you think it better for us to be saparated?—A PUZ- 
ZLED MOTHER. : 


EAR “PUZZLED MOTHER”: How can you 

ever expect to get out of your problems without 
Christ! Impossible! The one you are serving does 
not pay that way. He only gets you in deepersgand 
deeper, and never extricates you, but makes for sor- 
row and darkness. 

The first thing for you to do is to give yourself 
to the Lord Jesus. He cannot give you the “com- 
fort” for which you long unless you give yourself 
to him. Oh, how he will lead you, if you will only 
place your life in his hands. And how can you ever 
lead those little ones unless you let him guide you? 
How he longs to be your “burden-bearer.” Will you 
let him? Accept him, and all these difficulties will 
have a solution in him. These questions with hus- 
band and worldliness will then be settled in the ‘‘wis- 
dom that is from above.” His Word is full of ways 


to get problems solved. You have a great responsi-. 


bility in your family life, and only as God enters and 
takes€control of your heart can you know how to win 
your husband and hold him, and guide your household 
in happiness and success. Oh, little mother, for the 
sake of those four little ones, who are looking to 
you for the way to take in life, give yourself to God, 
have your sins forgiven, and accept him as your 
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‘Lesson for December 18 


Review 


Teacher, Guide, Redeemer, and Saviour. He will 
prove himself to be to you the Wonderful, ‘Counsellor, 
the Prince of Peace! 

When you read this, take your Bible and read 
John 6:37. Believe that, then turn to John 10:7, 
9, and 11, and John 5:24. Believe it, and read in 
Romans 10:9, “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth 
the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that 
God hath raised him from the déad, thou shalt be 
saved.” Will you read just a few more selections for 
me? I am sure you will be helped by God’s Word, 
if you will only obey it. Read 1 Timothy 1: 15, then 
John 3:16, and Revelation 22:17. Accept him as 
yours, and enter a life that will yield happiness to you 
and your loved ones. I am impressed to give you one 
more selection, and that is Romans 10:13. Write 
me that you have done this, and that you will take 
Christ as your guide. You will never regret it. God 
help you to see the greatness of salvation! 


More Than Human Consolation 


. FTER fifty-six years of most happy married life, 
Mary E. Munhall, wife of Dr. L. W. Munhall, 
recently departed this life. Upon-hearing this, Bishop 
Edwin Hughes, of the Methodist Episcopal 


_Church, wrote Dr. Munhall as follows: 


I am among those who think of you and who pray for 








- Transforming a Women’s Class Room 


How it was accomplished simply, effectively, 
and at small expense 
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66“ \H, DEAR,” sighed the Plump Class Member as 

she sank into her chair, “Doesn’t our class room 
look institutional? Why is it, that wherever you go you 
always see the same stereotyped women’s Sunday- 
school class room? There are always neat chairs 
arranged in orderly rows, a green tinted wall, and a 
discreet small-patterned carpet, with perhaps a piano 
and a table thrown in for the class leader.” 

“TI don’t know,’ doubtfully returned the Class 
Leader, “just what we could do, and how we could 
ever raise the funds, to improve our room. [I'll tell 
you what I'll do,” she suggested as she hurried to 
take her place to teach the class. “You listen to my 
first announcement this morning. 

After the class had been called to order the Class 
Leader said that an important class meeting would 
be held the following Tuesday evening, and then she 
told of the conversation that had just occurred. The 
members were told to think of the problem from every 
angle and to present their views, also to devise ways 
and means to carry them out: 

There were fifty members in the class and not one 
of them, if properly enthused, was afraid of hard 
work. A g y number attended the Tuesday eve- 
ning meeting and ‘after the meeting was called to 
order the Leader called on the Bespectacled Class 
Member to express her-views. 

The Bespectacled Class Member had a very inter-. 
ested departmental group of young girls in the small 
town women’s club, and her views were always worth 
while. In the first place, she felt that each member 
should. be assessed yearly dues of one dollar. One 
paid much more than that for membership in a wo- 
man’s club and the benefits derived therefrom, so why 
should not the members of the Sunday-school class do 
the same? Forty percent of the yearly dues could 
be laid aside, a permanent fund for the improvement 
and beautifying of their class room, thus giving a 
yearly sum of twenty dollars to be used as the com- 
mittee saw fit. The other sixty percent of the dues 
should be devoted to a monthly educational program 
of Sunday-school interests to help them mentally on 
their way. 

Pittsburgh was only thirty miles away and she 
hoped that worth-while Sunday-school leaders could 
be induced to come up for the evening and tell of 
their experiences and how they had made good. A 
series of lessons on Bible history and on psychology 
could given by different Christian professors. 
There was a decided nodding of heads, and it all 
seemed so feasible that we wondered why we had never 
thought of it before. She told us we could begin quite 
simply, by having the class leaders of our own 
churches give their views and thus we would help 
each other. 

Then the class leader called on the Plump Class 
Member as to her plans for beautifying the room. 
Now the Plump Class Member had one of_the cheer- 
iest, though unpretentious, homes in ‘the district. It 
contained one of those living rooms in which you love 
to linger. The Plump Class Member felt that first 
there should be a house committee, with a competent 
head. They really had a good working basis, 
for the walls had been refinished last year in a tender 
shade of green and the carpet was unobtrusive, but 


De 





“THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


you in your sorrow and loneliness. I have asked God to 
give you far more than human consolation. 
Yours ever, 
Edwin H. Hughes. 


ay acknowledging this beautiful letter, Dr. Munhall 
said: 

Seventy-one years ago last April, I was begotten 
unto a “living hope by the resurrection of Jesus Christ 
from the dead, unto an inheritance incorruptible, and 
undefiled, and that fadeth not away, reserved in 
heaven for you, who by the power of God are guarded 
through faith unto a salvation ready to be revealed in 
the last’ time” (1 Pet. 1:3-5),—even that “blessed 
hope, and the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Saviour Jesus Christ” (Tit. 2:13),— “which 
hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and 
stedfast, and which entereth into that within the veil; 
whither the forerunner is for us entered, even Jesus” 
(Heb. 6: 19, 20). : 

Therefore I “sorrow not, even as others which have 
no hope,” for I “believe that Jesus died and rose again,” 
and that “even so them also which sleep in Jesus will 
God bring with him” (1 Thess. 4: 13, 14). And though 
my sorrow is indeed great, I am “rejoicing in hope.” 

“Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth 
not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, 
when he shall appear we shall be like him; for we 
shall see him as he is. And every man that hath 
this hope in him purifieth himself, even as he is pure” 
(1 John 3: 2, 3). 
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the room certainly lacked character. And they all 
agreed to this as they viewed it in a new light on this 
particular Tuesday evening. First, she would choose 
draperies of the new craftsman cretonnes, which is 
inexpensive and very effective. Indeed, it can be 
bought as low as forty cents a yard in any of the big 
department stores; it will launder, and is one yard 
wide. She would choose a cream background with a 
figure in a conventional design, having a decided touch 
of orange to give warmth to the color scheme, besides 
— and greens; simple draperies, of course, would 
st. ae 

For one of the end walls, she would choose a col- 
ored print from the catalogue of the Metropolitan Art 
Museum of New York; for the sum of four dollars. 
A picture that would not only blend in with the color 
of the room walls, but become a focal point of interest 
in the room’s furnishing. On each side of the picture, 
she would place a pair of wall pockets of Spanish 
pottery,.and in the summer time gay little bunches of 
nasturtiums could be tucked into them, but for ordi- 
nary occasions, one can always find colorful artificial 
blossoms at the ten cent store, which serve one’s pur- 
pose. On the speaker’s table she would place a potted 
plant in one of the colorful Spanish pottery containers, 
and above all, have at least one other growing plant. 
A Boston fern takes the least care, and if it is placed 
in one of the wrought-iron containers, it gives an air 
of cheer that nothing else can do. 

Near the leader’s table, she would place a floor 


lamp of black wrought iron to carry out the crafts-- 


man effect demanded by the dark oak woodwork, and 
the lamp shade would be of yellow with a conventional 
design. The unflattering dome light overhead would 
not be used for these meetings, and graceful electric 
sconce lights should be installed. That need not sound 
so formidable, for she thought her husband and a 
friend, who were electricians, could be induced to give 
several evenings of their work free. 

At the rear of the leader’s desk could be placed 
three maps: one of the apostle Paul’s Journeys, cone 
for the Old Testament teaching, and the other a detail 
map. The maps should be mounted on heavy card- 
board, shellacked, and framed flat against the wall in 
a three-part division frame made from oil stained 
‘cypress wood. The class leader gave a decided nod 
at = point. How often she had wished for such 
maps 

There should also be a low chest of drawers among 
the antique hunters of our class, which could be do- 
nated for a supply center for the treasurer, secretary, 
and leader’s needs. In fact, she herself would be glad 
to donate a low walnut chest of drawers and a Winged 
Victory to grace the top. That supplies the artistic 
note,—one good picture and one good piece of stat- 


uary. 

A table should be at the entrance door, large enough 
for the treasurer and sacretary, and back of them 
should be a bulletin board with last Sunday’s attend- 
ance and the number of visitors. 

The Plump Class Member subsided into her chair 
in a rather breathless manner, as four members jumped 
to their feet, and began to plan for their contributions 
to the room. 

The leader appointed a committee of Interior Deco- 
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rating, with the Plump Member as the chairman and 
then awaited further remarks. 

And would you believe it, those women fairly 
crowded each other on the floor in their enthusiasm. 
One gave toward the floor lamp fund, another the 
money for a picture, another would give her very 
best fern, while her neighbor provided the fern stand. 
A flower lover gave the wall pockets and flower con- 
tainer, and so the list progressed until there were only 
the curtains and the light fixtures to supply. , 

Every one worked and talked class work until the 
next monthly class meeting came, when they invited 
as their guests the class leaders of all the women’s 
Bible classes in the town. Amid much joy and many 
kind felicitations, the visitors gave their different views 
on class problems. As they wended their way hap- 
pily homeward, after the serving of light refresh- 
ments, they felt as if they had truly earned the mod- 
ernized Biblical expression, “Well done, thou good and 
faithful servant; enter thou into the kingdom of thy 
class room.” 


MoNONGABELA, Pa. 
we 


Isaiah and the Critics 
(Concluded from page 738) 


of me things to come concerning my sons, and con- 
cerning the work of my hand command ye me... . 
who hath declared this from ancient time? who hath 
told it from that time? have not I the Lord? and there 
is no God beside me”; and in 48:3, “I have declared 
the former things from the beginning; and they went 
forth out of my mouth, and-I shewed them; I did 
them suddenly, and they came to pass.” 

What does Isaiah mean in this last quotation? It 
seems evident that he refers to his prophecy of the 
overthrow of Sennacherib. “The former crisis in our 
history I declared. would have a happy dénouement. 
I shewed them beforehand that which was coming. 
These predictions were fulfilled with terrible swiftness. 
They came to pass as I said they would.” “This it is,” 
says Jehovah, “which differentiates me absolutely from 
the petty gods ef the heathen, whom Rabshekah put 
beside me as if I were equally insignificant. Hence 
learn the lesson; trust me to bring you through the 
bitter Babylonian experience that is coming upon you 
and that I have predicted through Isaiah the son of 
Amoz (Isa. 39:5, 6, 7). Believe the consolations that 
I am predicting through the mouth of the same serv- 
ant.” 

Here we have the reason for the insertion of ‘the 
historical passage (chaps. 36 to 39) in the very heart 
of the book. To show that Jehovah’s promises through 
Isaiah’s mouth would come true, the prophet recalls 
the prophecy against Sennacherib and its fulfillment 
(37:21 et seq.); the prophecy of the deliverance of 
Hezekiah by the prolongation of his life (38: 4-7); 
and closed with the prophecy of the carrying away of 
Judah into Babylon (39:6). 

Up to the exile, the history of Israel is that of con- 
tinual apostasies into idolatry. After the exile the 
Jews became the most fanatical of monotheists. To 
what can we attribute this astonishing change of 
heart? Undoubtedly to the prophecies of Isaiah. 
These consolations they pored over in their captivity 
and, at the appointed time, saw them come true in 
the career of Cyrus and in the edict to return. Now 
at last they realized that Jehovah stood above all 
other gods, and so profound was their gratitude for 
his goodness, predicted and accomplished, that they 
never again had any desire to abandon him for the 
gods of wood:and stone. 

But was Cyrus’ name really foretold? 
tells us so. In his “Antiquities,” he writes: 

“God stirred up the mind of Cyrus. and made him 
write this throughout all Asia, “Thus saith Cyrus the 
king. Since God Almighty hath appointed me to be 
king of the habitable earth I believe he is that God 
whom the nations of the Israelites worship. For in- 
deed he foretold my name by the prophets, and that I 
should build him a house in Jerusalem in the country 
of Judea.’” “This was well known to Cyrus,” con- 
tinues Josephus, “by his reading of the book of the 
prophecies that Isaiah left behind him.” 

The decree of Cyrus that granted the Jews permis- 
sion to return and rebuild dwells on the fact that he 
had been “charged” to do this (2 Chron. 36: 23; Ezra 
1:2). These two books belong to the opening period 
of the Persian domination. There had been no time 
for myth or legend to develop. Consequently, these 
two passages prove that Isaiah 44 and 45, where the 
matter of Cyrus and his “charge” is dwelt on, long 
antedated the exile. 

But is it conceivable that a name could thus be pre- 
dicted? There is one other instance in the Old Testa- 
ment, where Josiah’s coming and name are predicted 
two centuries before the event (compare 1 Kings 13: 
2 with 2 Kings 23:15, 16). This clairvoyance, which 
critics would deny to the Almighty and Omniscient 
God, has been recorded in the case of gypsies and the 
shabby sort of spiritist seers. Perhaps the classic 
instance is that of Lady Burton who was told by one 
of this ilk, many years before she ever met or knew 
of Sir Richard Burton,. that she would marry a man 
by the name of Burton. 


Josephus 
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LESSON 12. DECEMBER 18. REVIEW: THE EARLY PROPHETS 


International Uniform Lesson 


Golden Text.—God, having of old time spoken unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in divers manners, 
hath at the end of these days spoken unto us in his Son.—Heb. 1: I, 2 


OF ISRAEL 














The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. Russell Howden 


The Chronology of the Prophets 


HE prophetic books of the Old Testament fall 
into two main groups. The first of these is con- 
nected with the period of Assyrian ascendency 
in the world, and the second with the period of Baby- 
lonian ascendency. The domination of the first named 
power had as one chief result the capture of Samaria 
and the overthrow of the northern kingdom. That 
of the second similarly resulted in the capture of 
Jerusalem and the overthrow of the southern king- 
dom. The dominant name in the first group is Isaiah; 
in the second group there are three such names, — 
Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel. Isaiah and Jeremiah both 
did their work, wholly or mainly, in Palestine. Ezek- 
iel and Daniel worked quite outside the land, in the 
country of their captivity. 

It is an interesting coincidence and probably one 
intended by the Holy Spirit that the names of the men 
who prophesied in the homeland are compounded 
with the syllable Jah, the covenant name of God, while 
the two who worked in captivity are compounded 
with El, the name of as he is apart from such 
covenant relationship with his people. Thus the very 
names of God’s servants were a testimony to the fact 
that the covenant was not yet suspended in the first 
case and that it had been suspended in the second. 

Outside of the main groups of prophets lie four 
important names prior to the captivity and three after 
the return. The first four included Elijah and Elisha 
in the northern kingdom who are united by the fact 
that neither of them left us any written message from 
himself. The other two, Jonah and Nahum, have 
as common ground their prophecy against Assyria. 
The three closing books of the Old Testament come 
from the men who were the prophets at the time of 
the return from Babylon. Altogether, from the di- 
vision of the kingdom at the accession of Rehoboam 
to the close of the Old Testament canon, is a period 
of about 575 years, from 975 B. C. to 400 B. C. This 
is approximately equal to the period between the battle 
of Cressy, A. D. 1346, and the present day. This will 
give us a sort of historical measuring line by which to 
estimate the length of time involved. 


The Lower and Higher Forms of Prophecy 


There is a clear distinction made in the Bible be- 
tween the lower and the higher forms of prophecy. 
The lower form is represented in the schools of the 
prophets. The members of these colleges were termed 
“sons of the prophets.” This implies professional 
rather than family connection. These prophetic col- 
leges were founded by Samuel. Israel was, no doubt, 
indebted to them for the marked growth of literature 
and music which was apparent between the closing 
savagery of the Judges’ period and the opening of 
David’s reign. Their members were mostly true men, 
moved by the Holy Spirit. No one of them rose to 
eminence or received the higher gift of prophecy. 
When God wanted a special messenger he seems to 
have gone outside the prophetic schools altogether 
(cf. Amos 7:14). This is a solemn and significant 
fact which we shall do well to ponder. These men, 
although they were grouped in institutions, were not 
celibate (1 Sam. 8:1; 2 Kings 4:1). Any more than 
was Ezekiel, for instance (Ezek. 24:18). We may 
regard them as being analogous to the Christian 
clergy. They did a good and useful, though limited, 
work. The contrast between them and what I ven- 
ture to call the higher prophets was extremely 
marked. For the Holy Ghost’s own explanation of 
the phenomenon presented by the lives and teaching 
of these latter compare 1 Peter 1:10 and 2 Peter 1: 
19-21. For the relations that existed between the 
awd and the higher prophets read the history of 

isha. 


Literary and Non-Literary Prophets 

A further distinction should be remarked between 
the literary and non-literary prophets. These are not 
the same as the former. None of the lower order of 
prophets, so far as we know, was ever commissioned 
by God to give any message in writing to his peo- 
ple. All the literary prophets were among those 
who had received the higher gift. But not all who had 
received the higher gifts committed their messages 
to writing. The most conspicuous examples of this 
were Elijah and Elisha. There are several others, 
some of whom appear just for a verse or two in 
the sacred narrative and then are mentioned no more; 
e. g., Gad and Nathan, David’s seers. There are one 
or two others of whom it is recorded that they did 
write books, e. g., Iddo {2 Chron. 13:22), and Oded 


Lesson Calendar for the Fourth Quarter 


1. October 2.—Elijah on Mount Carmel ........ t Kings 18 
Golden Text: Joshua 24 : 15 

2. October 9.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice ....... 1 Kings 19 
Golden Text: Psalm 27: 14 

3. October 16.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard ..... 1 Kings 21 


Golden Text: Numbers 32: 23 
4. October 23.—The Call of the Prophet 
1 Kings 19:19, 20; Amos 7: 10-15; Isaiah 6: 1-8 
Golden Text: Isaiah 6:8 
gs. October 30.—Amos Denonnces Sin. 
(World’s Temperance Sunday) ...... Amos 2:4 to 3:15 
Golden Text: Amos 5: 14 
6. November 6.—Amos Pleads for Justice 
Golden Text: Amos 5 : 24 
7. November 13.—Hosea Preaches God’s Love 
Hosea 6, 11, and 14 
Golden Te:.t: Hosea 6:6 
8 November 20.—Micah Champions the Oppressed 
Micah 2, 3, 6, and 7: 1-6 
Golden Text: Micah 6:8 
9. November 27.—Isaiah Teaches True Worship 
Isaiah 1 : 1-20 


.-.Amos § and 7 


Golden Text: Psalm 24:3, 4 
10. December 4.—Isaiah Teaches Right Living 
Isaiah 3:1 to §:90 
Golden Text: James 1:27 
11. December 11.—Isaiuh Counsels Rulers 
Isaiah 7, 31, 36, and 37 
Golden Text: Isaiah 26:3 
12. December 18.—Review: The Early Prophets of Israel 
Golden Text: Hebrews 1:1, 2 
13. December 25.—Christmas Lesson ........... Luke a: 3-20 
Golden Text: Matthew 1:21 








(2 Chron. 15:8). Of these it is impossible to say 
in which category they are to be included, for we 
know nothing further about the books that bear their 
respective names. The literary prophets whose works 
have been preserved for us by the providence of God 
are usually divided into major and minor prophets. 
This division is apt to be somewhat misleading, but 
it has reference simply to the length of the book. 
The four major prophets stand out as landmarks. 
And their characteristics should be carefully noted 
and remembered. 

Isaiah, the prophet of salvation. 

Jeremiah, the prophet of suffering. 

Ezekiel, the prophet of glory. 

Daniel, the prophet of judgment. 

Of these four only Isaiah has been the subject of 
study in our lessons so far, so it is not necessary to 


_add more about the rest at this time. 


The Ministry of the Prophets 


The prophetic ministry was complementary to the 
priestly. The priest’s work was to make it possible 
for a holy God to go on in loving dealings with an 
often unholy people. The priest’s sacrificial office was 
to show the people the utter impossibility of doing 
anything to help themselves. Their acceptance with God 
was seen to depend upon the substitution of an innocent 
life in place of their guilty lives. Without some sup- 
plement there was an obvious danger lest the priestly 
worship should degenerate into sheer superstition and 
formalism. ‘That the danger was not an imaginary 





Heralds of the Morn 


‘By Amos R. Wells 


PriAn came, spirit of fire. and force, his power 
fed from Heaven's eternal source; his purpose 
one, to wield the flaming rod, the righteous and 
majestic wrath of God. Elisha came, his ardent 
soul no less, but all instinct with ready helpfulness; 
a. prophet whose delight was doing good, exemplar 
of a glorious brotherhood. ‘Then Amos came, con- 
demning ‘rampant wrong, bold to rebuke with in- 
sight clear and strong, flinging his lash with far 
indignant sweep, tending the nations as he tended 
sheep. Hosea came, kind herald of God’s grace, 
prophet of patient soul and winsome face, priest of 
forgiveness, teacher of high hope, and all mankind 
within his loving scope. Next Micah came, the 
brother of the poor, prophet of justice and the open 
door, hater of cruelty and fraud and greed, eager to 
run to every human need. Isaiah came, that swift, 
imperial soul, his lips afire from Heaven’s altar coal, 
teacher of suffering’s atoning price, high herald of 
the Infinite Sacrifice. Then came the Saviour, God’s 
eternal Son, goal of all prophecies, the visioned 
One,— and all the happy heralds of the morn fel] at 
his feet, for Perfect Love was born! 











one we may easily discover by reading the first chapter 
of Isaiah, or by searching our own hearts. The nec- 
essary corrective to this was supplied by the work 
of the prophets. 

The priest’s office might all be summed up in the 
word “believe.” The prophet’s might be summed up 
in the word “repent.” The prophet was God’s mes- 
senger to declare God’s will to his people. 
regard the priestly message of the Old Testament as 
being headed up in the sixth of John, we may look 
upon the prophet’s as headed up in the Epistle of 
James. 

This means that the prophet was not primarily a 
foreteller but a forthteller. He was before every- 
thing else a preacher of righteousness. “He that 
prophesieth speaketh unto men to edification, and ex- 
hortation, and comfort” (1 Cor. 14:3). The pre- 
dictive element in the prophetic teaching came in, 
partly as dependent upon the preaching element, for 
the prophets were sent to a wicked and rebellious 
people, —to a peoplé who were quite sure that just 
because they were the people of God he would never 
punish them for their sins. It was the prophet’s grave 
task to declare to them that God would surely visit 
them in judgment. They thus became specially com- 
missioned to forewarn the people of the evil to come. 
And, further, because God is rich in mercy it was 
their duty to explain that after the evil there should 
come good. It is this that gives its distinctive element 
to the prophetic message. Both in the denunciations 
and in the promises there emerges that outlook toward 
the future which is, I suppose, what strikes us most 
forcibly when we think of what is meant by prophecy. 

The prophet’s message was not merely to his own 
time. Just because his message concerned the future 
it had its special appeal to the people of the future 
day which the prophet would never himself live to see. 
Shakespeare’s words might have been truly applied 
to the prophet — “They were not of an age but for all 
time.” When the dark days about which the prophets 
had spoken beforehand actually arrived, then, natu- 
rally, men’s minds turned to see whether the men who 
predicted such things had any message of hope for the 
days of gloom. 

Lastly, and most important of all, the prophetic mes- 
sage centered in the coming Messiah. Just as the 
whole sacrificial system pointed onward to him, so 
did the whole prophetic ministry. Bible prophecy was 
all chiefly concerned about this one thing, that the 
hope of God’s people lay in a coming one. Often 
indeed the prophets were charged with messages 
which they did not themselves fully understand. ‘They 
had to search “what, or what manner of time the 
Spirit of Christ which was in them did signify” (1 
Pet. 1:11). -It was revealed to them that their min- 
istry, important as it might be for their contempo- 
raries, had significance also for days far in the future. 
Prophecy was a lamp shining in a dark place until 
the day dawn (2 Pet. 1:19). Thus both prophet and 
priest converged in the Lord Jesus Christ. It is a 
commonplace of destructive criticism to show these 
two great factors as opposed one to the othér, and 


then to seek to deduce therefrom the corollary that - - 


neither is really divine in its origin and both may be 
discredited save in so far as they commend themselves 
to the thought of modern judges. But if we see 
clearly the permanent inner relations between prophecy 
and the priesthood we shall be forearmed against any 
such aberrations of thought. 


The Corroborations of Prophecy 


The fulfillment of prophecy is one of the most 
powerful arguments for the divine origin of the 
prophetic word. Small wonder, therefore, if unbelief 
has concentrated its efforts in the endeavor to dis- 
prove or belittle this predictive element in prophecy. 
It is well, therefore, for us to be prepared to show our 
pupils some of these fulfillments. These may be re- 
garded: (1) Generally, as pointing onward to the 
Advent of Christ; and (2) in particular detail as the 
prophecies speak of. events concerning alike the Lord 


Jesus, his people, and the nations of the earth. Ample _ 





material may be found for such study, from time to 
time, in The Sunday School Times, in Scofield’s edi- 
tion of the Bible, or in the “Companion Bible,” and 
in books like Christabel Pankhurst’s “World’s Un- 
rest” ($2), and “What Do the Prophets Say?” by 
C. I. Scofield ($1.25). (May be ordered from The 
Sunday School Times Company.) 


The Results of the Prophets’ Ministry 

It requires somewhat of an effort for us to realize 
that for the most part the witness of the great prophets 
was marked by outward failure. We are so prone to 
read the Bible from our own standpoint that we for- 
get that the men who wrote it had to endure often 
the bitter persecution of their fellows. They saw 
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Lesson for December 18 
Review 


their warnings unheeded, their predictions mocked at, 
and their lives often in jeopardy. Elijah was a 
hunted fugitive, Jeremiah was cast into prison where 
he would have lost his life but for the devotion of a 
foreigner. Isaiah suffered a cruel death. And of them 
all it may be said, “These all died in faith, not having 
received the promises, but having seen them afar off, 
and were persuaded of them, and embraced them, and 
confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on 
the earth” (Heb. 11: 13). 
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+ Questions for Teacher and Class 


The method of providing these questions is an unusual 
- one, and accounts for their variety, stimulus, and search- 

ing character. They are written by several members of 

The Sunday School Times staff,—Mr. Howden, Professor 

Ellis, Mrs. Hatton, Mrs. Askew, Mr. Smith, and the 

Associate Editor of the Times, Mr. Lane. Have you 

tried assigning some of the questions to different mem- 

bers of your class, letting them see whether they can 

discover the answers as given in the following issue? 
OW many prophets are included in our Quarter’s 
study? . 

2. What three things did fiese prophets always have 
in mind? 

3. How many years of history were covered by the 
lives of the five prophets studied in detail during this 
Quarter? : 

4. Which of the five prophets studied spoke to Israel 
and which to Judah? 

. Who served the longest time, and how long was it? 
Wio served the briefest time? 

6. What was the distinctive message of each one of 
these prophets? ; 

7. Which of these prophets is most often quoted in the 
New Testament? 

8. Compare Amos and Hosea. 

9. Compare Isaiah and Micah. 

10. Compare Isaiah and Elijah (personal). 

11. How does the ministry of Elijah differ from that 
of the other prophets we have studied this Quarter? 

12. In what respect were the messages of the different 
prophets alike? 

13. What do you find to be the major work of the 
prophets as revealed in the lessons? (Personal.) 

14. What is the explanation of the mystery. of the 
duality of suffering and glory that perplexed the prophets? 


Answers to Last Week’s Questions 


The answers to the lesson questions of the preceding 
week are given on one of the later pages of this issue. 


The Busy Men’s Review 
By William H. Ridgway 


Lesson 1.—Elijah on Mount Carmel (1 Kings 18). 
Moses on Mount Sinai and Elijah on Mount Carmel 
are companion pictures. There was a dance on each 
occasion. The dances were around an altar. Both 
turned out to be dances of death. Then there was 
another mountain where Moses and Elijah met Jesus. 
If this lesson did not start some thinking, the Corner 
dismally failed. The Mount Carmel treatment for 
wickedness was a case of similia similibus curantur 
—and it certainly wrought a cure. A nation or an 
individual coming back to God means a time of music 
and rejoicing like the song of the abundance of rain 
in a parched land. 


Lesson 2.—Elijah Hears God’s Voice (1 Kings 19). 
Just as in last lesson Mount Sinai and Mount Carmel 
were companion pictures so in this lesson we hung 
up Jonah running away by water and Elijah running 
away by land, and God saying to the one under the 
ship planking and the other under the juniper bush, 
“What doest thou here?” Yes, and later both made 
good. The thing that counts is not noise, show, and 
“front.” The quiet day after day effort. That’s what 
landed the Williamsport boys into the kingdom! God 
always has men and women in his bank balance. And 
like as not they may be right in our own families. 


Lesson 3.—Elijah in Naboth’s Vineyard (1 Kings 
a1). A man’s wife either makes him or breaks him. 
If you think very much of old Mr. Ego give most 
careful attention to your heart and keep a tight rein 
on it—that is, if you can! If you don’t believe she 
is the masterful one, just shut your eyes and imagine 
what an empty old shell of.a thing your church would 
be if the women should all quit at once. If -Jezebel 
had been on our side, what reign had been Ahab’s! 
And what a heroine had been the Lady of Blood! 
The real friend of the Ahab family was the man who 
was trying to save it. 


Lesson 4.—The Call of the Prophet (1 Kings 19: 
19, 20; Amos 7:10-15; Isa. 6:1-8). It is a great 
thing for men and nations to have red-letter days. 
This is why some of us hang up the almanac where 
we can consult it. Red-letter families are the happy 
families. The world is full of the glory of God, espe- 
cially where you live, whether among the hills or on 
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the prairies. Even Atlantic City meadows are glorious 
when autumn paints the swamp grasses. Then we 
wound up the letter with devotion and service, and 
we hope you all got Dr. Stearns’ prayer, “Thou art 
worthy, O Lord, and I am for thy good pleasure.” 


Lesson 5.—Amos Denounces Sin (Temperance 
Lesson. Amos 2:4 to 3:15). Shaw, the Irishman 
of letters, calls Christianity when in its purity “In- 
fantalism.” Which, according to Scripture, is a pretty 
good name, for we must be children to get in. Amos 
and Habakkuk a pretty good pair. “Woe” to the 
bottle plyer. Woe to the drunk maker. A _ temper- 
ance lesson nowadays ought to be ancient history, 
but, alas, it is not. Neither is- thievery or other law- 
lessness. Prosperity, happiness, peace, and prohibition 
are all traveling together —here in Coatesville. 


Lesson 6.—Amos Pleads for Justice (Amos 5 and 
7). The most insane of all human activities is the 
young (and old sometimes) seeking evil instead of 
good. God’s greatest wish is to have his children 
joined with him. That is why the Lord Jesus died. 
We may not be prophets to foretell the future, but 
lots of us are good guessers when we see the symp- 
toms. This was some lesson! 


Lesson 7.—Hosea Preaches God’s Love (Hos. 6, 
11, and 14). This was a lessen full of the human 
touch. The great appeal is always back to the old 
childhood days when life was spontaneous and inno- 
cent. Thus God, through Hosea, appealed to drunken 
Israel rushing to his mad end. Yes, bodies of men 
can go crazy as Israel did. Crazy for money, crazy 
for pleasure. Something for nothing. Get rich quick. 

has lovely things in store. for those who love 
and obey him. 


Lesson 8.—Micah Champions the OppresseJ (Mic. 
2, 3, 6, and 7: 1-6). The bad man who grinds out iniq- 
uity is too big a fool for words. There is only one 
end for wickedness in this world, leaving the promise 
concerning it in the next world out of consideration. 
That end is misery. The nobleness of the mountains 
is reflected in the mountaineers. An unpolluted and 
unconquerable people from Thermopyle to William 
Tell. Micah would teach the hill country virtues. 
“Square,” “nice,” “common.” These make the trinity 
of success. 


Lesson 9.—Isaiah Teaches True Worship (Isa. 1: 
1-20). Sometimes strong language is needed in order 
to get attention to vital conditions. Jesus also used 
it with a rope attachment when he cleaned out the 
Temple. Billy Sunday also without the rope. No 
rules or directions are needed when we take Christ. 
To do good and to be kind become our new nature. 
All excellencies are in the Lord Jesus. This lesson 
had in it the most beautiful poem in the world. The 
diamond that may be worn upon the breast of the 
lowest sinner. 


Lesson 10—Isaiah Teaches Right Living (Isa. 3: 
I to 5:30). In this lesson we got the workers out 
in the green pastures and beside the still waters, and 
wound up the lesson by introducing all the tipplers 
to the bootleggers and other purveyors of the stuff 
that sets drinkers crazy and kills them in unspeak- 


‘able agonies. A real temperance lesson! 


Lesson 11.—Isaiah Counsels Rulers (Isa. 7, 31, 36, 
and 37). In this lesson we learned what to do when 
we get “the bad news.” Life is very simple and easy 
if folks will just order life by the Book of Rules God 
has given us. It is a great thing to know how to 
pray. Our very attitude is a prayer. A gesture is 
a prayer. But the real prayer is the snuggle up to 
Love, because is our Father and we are after 
all only children. A saved people is a great adver- 
tisement, and America is the world’s great object les- 
son. 


CoaTESVILLE, Pa, 
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Lesson Calendar 


The complete list of International Uniform Lessons fi 
the year may be had from taco dy ed School Ti ~ 4 
treet, 








Company, 323-327 North Thirteen Philadelp 
at 10 certs a copy. or $1 a dozen. 
First Quarter 
1. January 1.—John the Baptist and Jesus ..... Mark 1: 1-13 
2. January 8—Jesus and the Sick ......... Mark 1 : 21-45 
3. January 15—Jesus and Sinners ........... Mark 2: 1-17 


+ January 22.—Jesus and the Law (May be used 
with Temperance Applications.) ...Mark 2:18 to 3:6 
5. January 29.—The Growing Fame of Jesus 
Mark 3: 7-12; 6 : 53-36 
6. February 5.—Jesus Misunderstood and Opposed 
Mark 3: 19b-35; 631-6 
7. February 12—Jesus Pictures the Kingdom of God 
Mark 1:14, 153 4:1-34 
8 February 19.—Two Miracles of Power. Mark 4: 35 to 5 : 20 
9. February 26—Other Mighty Works of Jesus. 
Mark 5 : 22-43 
10. March 4.—Jesus and the Twelve 
Mark 1 : 16-20; 2: 13, 145 3 : 13-19; 6: 9-33, 30 
11. March 11.—Jesus Feeds the Multitudes 
Mark 6: 31-44; 8: 1-10 
12. March 18.—Jesus Teaches Sincerity ........ Mark 7: 1-23 
13. March 25.—Review: Jesus Proclaims the Kingdom of God. 
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This Week’s Teaching Principle 


By Charles Calvert Ellis, Ph.D., D.D. 


Vice-President and Professor of Education at Juniata College 








Review.—A Ldw of Learning and of Teaching. 





re THE review of the lessons before us it is pos- 
sible to use one or mie of the principles we have 
utilized in the study during the Quarter. For instance, 
we used the principle of comparison in the study of 
Hosea and Amos, and extended it to the study of 
Isaiah in relation to Micah especially. There are 
five prophets especially considered in the series of les- 
sons, and a profitable revicw may be suggested by a 
further extension of the principle of comparison until 
it has compassed all five of them in such combinations 
as will suggest themselves. A tabular view upon the 
blackboard of all that the class may submit as they 
compare them two and two, for instance, would make 
a valuable summary such as a review suggests. 

On the basis of this sort of study it is also possible 
to use another of our principles, and attempt a gener- 
alization of the nature of the office of the prophet as 
revealed in the lessons we have studied. Thus we will 
find all of-the prophets used of God to call his people 
back from their wanderings, sometimes with loving 
appeal, and sometimes with warnings. Could we say 
that both methods were always used by the prophet, 
or was one of these methods the general method? 
Again, we might attempt to discover whether all 
the prophets called attention to the same sins, or 
whether the same sort of judgment was threatened in 
every case. 

It will be well to remember that the printed portion 
of the lessons is usually not the complete lesson, and 
that even the complete lessons do not give us the data 
for a complete generalization as to the office of the 
prophet among God’s people. 

Huntinopon, Pa. 
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we 
The Illustration Round -Table 


LL readers are invited to send illustrations for this 

department; one dollar is paid for each illustration 

accepted, and two dollars for the best one each week. 
But readers are urged not to send anything without first 
securing and reading carefully _a leaflet explaining the 
conditions of this department. The full list of lessons for 
the year, with this leaflet, will be sent for ten cents in 
stamps. Failure to note the conditions means that good 
illustrations are constantly having to be rejected by the 
editors, which might otherwise be available. 


Illustrations must reach The Sunday School Times three 
full months in advance of the date of the lesson. 


Preference will be given to illustrations on that portion 
of the lesson text indicated in the lesson list after the 


word “Print.” 
Illustrations on other v than the Golden Text are 


erses 
spoueny desired, though some on the Golden Text are also 
n 4 


The Bible Without Christ.—Hath .. . spoken unto 
us in his Son (Golden Text). What a pin is when 
the diamond has dropped from its setting, that is the 
Bible when its emotive truths have been taken away. 
What a babe’s clothes are when the babe has slipped 
out of them into death, and the mother’s arms clasp 
only raiment, would be the Bible, if the Babe of Beth- 
lehem should slip out of it—From Beecher. Sent by 
W. R. Clark, Oxford, Eng. Prize illustration. 


Starlight and Sun.—God, having of old time spoken 
unto the fathers in the prophets ... hath at the end 
of these days spoken unto us in his Son (Golden 
Text). A man in Burma found a copy of the Psalms 
in Burmese which had been left behind by a traveler 
stopping at his house. Before he had finished read- 
ing it he resolved to cast his idols away. For twenty 
years he worshiped the eternal God revealed to him 
in the Psalms, using the Fifty-first as a daily prayer. 
Then he received from a missionary a copy of the 
New Testament. This brought joy into his heart, and 
he said: “For twenty years I walked by star- 
light; now I see the sun.”—From the London Sunday 
School Times. Sent by J. A. Clark, Hempsteads, 
Bacup, Eng. 


Tyndall’s Great Mistake.—God, having . .. spoken 
(Golden Text). In the height of the scientific storm 
of the last century, Professor Tyndall delivered a 
famous address before the British Association of Sci- 
ence at Belfast, in which he swept away the founda- 
tions for faith in everything beyond the material world. 
Years after, a friend asked him, “When you stood at 
the bounds of things material, what did you find?” He 
replied, “I stood before the Eternal.” “Why, then, did 
you not say so in your Belfast address?” was the in- 
evitable question. And there came this slow reply, “It 
was a great mistake.”—From a sermon by the Rev. 
sours "eee Sent by Dr. C. W. Anderson, Charles- 
ton, Ark. 


Difficult Adjusting.—God, having of old time spoken 
unto the fathers in the prophets by divers portions and in 
divers manners, hath at the end of these days spoken 
unto us in his Son (Golden Text). The rock of God’s 
Werd dees not shift-as the quicksand of modern scien- 
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tific theology does. A man said to his min- 
ister, “My dear sir, surely you ought to 
adjust your beliefs to the progress of 
science.” “Yes,” said he, “but I have 
not had time to do-it today, for I have 
not yet read the morning papers.’—From 
C. H. Spurgeon. Sent by E. Edmunds, 
Tonbridge, Kent, Eng. 


When the Critics Are Through.— 
God, having of old time spoken unto the 
fathers in the prophets ...hath... 
spoken unto us m his Son (Golden 
Text). When I was in China I was 
told of a missionary who remarked, at 
the close of a discussion on the Bible, 
that when the battle is over, and all the 
smoke of battle cleared away, if the books 
of the Bible could speak they would say 
to us what Paul said to the jailer: “Do 
thyself no harm: for we are all here.”— 
From Moody Monthly. Sent by How- 
ard M. Green, Warsaw, N. Y., and by 
F. J. Saxton, Galway, N. Y. 


Who Wrote the Bible?—God, having 
of old time spoken unto the fathers in 
the prophets (Golden Text). 


The Holy Bible must have been 

Inspired of , and not of men. 

I could not, if I would, believe 

That good men wrote it to deceive; 

And bad men could not if they would, 

Nor would not, surely, if they could 

Proceed to write a book so good; 

And certainly no crazy man 

Could e’er conceive its wondrous plan. 

Behold, what other kinds of men 

Than do these three groups comprehend? 

Hence it must be that God inspired 

The words which souls of prophets fired. 
—Alfred Holmes. 

—From The Toronto Globe. Sent by M. 

J. James, Toronto, Ont., Can. 


Max Mueller’s Discovery.—God, hav- 
ing of old time spoken unto the fathers 
in the prophets by divers portions and in 
divers manners, hath at the end of these 
days spoken unto us in his Son (Golden 
Text). How shall I describe to you 
what I found in the New Testament? I 
had not read it for many years, and was 
prejudiced against it before I took it in 
hand.’ The light that struck Paul with 
blindness on his way to Damascus was 
not more strange than that which fell 
on me when I suddenly discovered the 
fulfillment of all hopes, the highest per- 
fection of philosophy, the key to all the 
seeming contradictions of the physical 
and moral world. The whole world 
seemed to me to be ordered for the sole 
purpose of furthering the religion of the 
Redeemer, and if this religion is not di- 
vine, I understand nothing at all. In all 
my studies of ancient times I have always 
felt the want of something, and it was not 
until I knew our Lord that all was clear 
to me. With Him there is nothing that 
I am not able to solve-—From Professor 
Max Mueller in The Toronto Globe. 
me by Miss J. B. James, Toronto, Ont., 

an. 


God’s Vocabulary Exhausted.—God, 
having of old time spoken unto the 
fathers ... hath at the end of these days 
spoken unto us in his Son (Golden Text). 
Christianity is the final religion. Christ 
himself is God’s last word. The The- 
osophists are looking for a greater, but 
we know from the New Testament that 
a greater need not be expected. The 
Christ has come. I speak quite rever- 
ently when I say that has exhausted 
his vocabulary. He has spoken his last 
word. If there is any hope for the world, 
it is to be found in Christ. If it cannot 
be found in- Christ, it cannot be found 
at all—From the Rev. W. Graham 
Scroggie. Sent by J. E. Waiiliamson, 
Egremont, Cumberland, Eng. 


Why the Ticket Was Needed.—God, 
having of old time spoken unto the 
fathers in the prophets by divers portions 
and in divers manners, hath at the end 
of these days spoken unto us in his Son 
(Golden Text). An absent-minded Eng- 
lish bishop could not produce his ticket 
for the railway conductor. “Never mind, 
my lord,” said the conductor, “it’s all 
right anyway whether you find it or not.” 
“Oh, no, it isn’t,” said the bishop, turning 
out his pockets. “I must find the ticket. 
I want to know where I am going.”— 
From Successful Farming. Sent by J. 
A. Raiser, Bucyrus, Ohio. 
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From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 
A Prayer Before the Review.—Our Father, 


we thank thee that thou didst use humble 
men as thy messengers. We = lize as we 


have studied these men that i as not by 
their, wisdom or strength the chey were 
able to speak courageously and ily to the 


people in thy name, but-by thine own mighty 
power. Help us to understand more com- 
pletely the surrender, the obedience, and the 
faith that enabled these prophets of thine to 
dare great things for thee. Give us words 
to speak when we are called -to speak for 
thee. May we not be afraid to stand boldly 
for the truth, and to be known as faithful 
followers of thine, In testing times may we 
be true to thee, and have the courage to 
stand alone, apart from the crowd, whenever 
the crowd is not on thy side. We ask this 
in the name of our Lord Jesus. Amen, 


A Word to the Superintendent. — 
Ordinarily in these review hints some 
participation by the pupils in the school 
is suggested. On this occasion, however, 
suppose we call upon four of the teachers 
to give a character study of Elijah, 
Amos and Hosea taken together, Micah, 
and Isaiah. In not more than six min- 
utes let each one of the four teachers 
tell the school what are the outstanding 
characteristics of these men and their 
message. Many teachers’ Bibles have 
good introductions to each of the pro- 
phetical books, and good Bible diction- 
aries are often easily accessible to the 
teacher. The prophetical books are al- 
ways very revealing as to the character 
of the prophets, and, of course, consti- 
tute the source from which one can learn 
what their message is, A review of this 
kind will have dignity and effectiveness. 

If you prefer to conduct a written re- 
view, here are ten questions which are 
intended to be suggestive, the questions 
to be dictated from the desk, and an- 
swered in writing by whatever portion of 
the school may take the review. 








Questions for Written Answer 


1. Tell briefly about the contest be- 
tween Elijah and the prophets of Baal 
on Mt. Carmel. 

2. Whom did Elijah rebuke in the third 
lesson, and for what? 

3. What did Isaiah answer when God 
called him? 

4. What prophet in our lesson de- 
nounced sin, and pleaded for justice? 

5. What three things did the prophet 
Micah say God wanted the people to do? 









ELIJAH 
“Jehovah 


O 






AMOS 


6. Please give your own view of the 
wrong and danger of the drink habit, and 
= ze think prohibition should be en- 
orce 


7. Please state your own thought about 
what is meant by the worship of God. 


8. What is the secret of peace of mind 
as given by Isaiah? 


9. Name the prophets about whom we 
have studied in this Quarter. 


10. Which of the Quarter’s lessons do 
you remember best as having helped you 
most: 


PHILADELPHIA. 
me 


Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“In Tenderness He Sought Me.” 
“If Jesus Goes With Me.” 

“Jesus Leads.” 

“Grace, Enough for Me.” 

“Must Jesus Bear the Cross Alone?” 
“Hallelujah for the Cross.” 


(Titles listed below, and numbers in par- 
entheses, refer to the headings and numbers 
of songs in the metrical psalm book set to 
music, including also some other parts of 
Scripture, “Bible Songs No. 4,” published by 
the United Presbyterian Board of Publica- 


‘tion, Pittsburgh.) 


“God Is King” (198 : 1-3). Psalm 99: 1-g. 
“Our Eternal King” (177: 1, 2). 


Psalm 90 : 1-4. 
“Thy God Shall Reign” (299 : 1-3). 


Psalm 146 : 1-10. 
“I Sing of Mercies” (175 : 1-4). 


Psalm 89: 1-4, 19-37: 
4 


Your Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. God’s use of devoted men. 
2. Men’s share in God’s work. 








. HOSEA 
“Burden” “Telp” 








HEY seem so far away from your 
girls of today, these “prophets of old,” 
in spite of the lifelike glimpses gained 
through these last eleven lessons. It is 
so hard for the very young mind and 
inexperienced heart of girlhood to feel 
any vital connection between her own life 
and that of Elijah, or Amos, or Isaiah. 
Yet Elijah, Amos, and Isaiah were just 
as young and inexperienced, once, as any 
girl in your group —and God used them 
to move forward his kingdom. 
Rooted somewhere back in the very 
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years of their own light-hearted youth, 
doubtless, these men caught some 
glimpses of the great purpose of the 
ages; some deep desire was born within 
them to have a share in the working out 
of that purpose, some willingness to be 
so used began to shape their lives. God 
took hold of those glimpses of truth and 
widened then into great . dominating 
visions. He strengthened that -desire to 
dominating devotion, and. melded that 
willingness into complete self-surrender, 
making mighty weapons of what had been 
hidden, feeble beginnings, to the breaking 
down of the strongholds of sin and the 
preparing of the highway for the first 
coming of the King. 

2. Not one of your girls may have the 
opportunities of Elijah, but she may have 
his courage and single-hearted devotion 
to the opportunities God does send her. 
Not one may have the convicting power 
of speech that was Amos’, or the per- 
suasive pleading that was Hosea’s special 
gift, but any one of them may speak the 
truth as Go# gives her to see it, fearlessly 
and in love. You may not have a Micah, 
much less an Isaiah, with their penetra- 
tion and. depth of vision into things spir- 
itual. But God can take that little 
glimpse your girl can catch and widen it 
and its possessor beyond all human ac- 
counting. He can take the little love you 
may arouse in some girl’s young heart 
and make of it a great enfolding devotion 
to himself aud his service that will sweep 
before it obstacles not to be overcome by 
anything else than such a love. He can 


so woo that shy young soul, almost afraid . 


to let herself go in his service, that she 
will “fling ease and self away” in utter 
self-surrender — and what cannot God do 
with an utterly self-surrendered soul? 

Help your girls to see and feel these 
things —that God can take and make 
mighty use of whatever they have to give 
him. Help them to see that only those 
souls that know how to give to God the 
best, and all that they have, ever know 
all that life means, for themselves, or 
ever share in God’s preparation for the 
next coming of his Son. 

Does any girl among yours long for 
a great and glorious share in the real 
things of life, a large place in God’s 
service, and yet feels that she has little 
or nothing to bring to him? If she has 
but a little of any one of these things 
let her give herself, as she is now, to 
him, in whatever service he sends her, 
and soon her life will thrill to the touch 
of his power just as did the lives of Eli- 
jah and Isaiah, for God waits for men to 
share his work today just as he did in 
“those days” —as the girls always think 
of them, so far away} And what God 
can do with the gifts of vision, love, and 
surrender, combined and complete, has 
never been written —except in the life 
on earth of his Son and our Saviour. 
“Who follows in his train?” 


Home Study 


_ Find, mark, and memorize your favor- 
ite passage in each of the prophets 
studied this Quarter. 


Decatur, GA. 


For Primary Teachers 
By Mrs. Eleanor B. Hatton 


ERHATS the best plan of review of 
this Quarter’s lessons for the Primary 
teacher will be to talk with the class a 
little while about each prophet and his 
message to the people, showing that the 
message or work of the prophet was 
suited to the way the pedple were living 


‘in his time. 


Elijah lived in the northern kingdom 
at the time the wicked Jezebel led King 
Ahab and his people into dreadful idol- 
atry and all kinds of sinful living. The 
children are familiar with his life, so 
you might ask them a few. questions. 
Let them tell you about the long drought. 
Ask the class who won in the contest 
between God and Baal on Mount Carmel. 
Did God answer Elijah’s prayer for rain? 
What happened when Jezebel heard that 
Elijah had killed the prophets of Baal? 

Where do we find Elijah in the next 
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Leeson for December 18 


Review 


lesson? Very briefly tell the class about 
Elijah’s flight, and how God spoke to 
him at Horeb, not by fire, storm, or 
earthquake, but in a “voice of gentle still- 
ness,” sending the disappointed prophet 
back to his work, knowing that there 
were more good people in the world than 
he had thought. 

The children can tell you the story 
of Naboth’s vineyard. It was in the 
stolen vineyard that Elijah told Ahab 
how he and his wicked wife should meet 
their death. 

Isaiah lived in Jerusalem, and gave 
God’s messages to the kings of Judah. 
Once Isaiah saw the “Lord . . . high and 
lifted up” in a beautiful vision in the 
Temple. This wonderful vision made 
Isaiah feel his sinfulness. Who can tell 
how his lips were cleansed? How did he 
answer when God asked, “Who will go 
for us?” After this God sent some won- 
derful messages to the people by Isaiah. 
It was he who taught the people the 
beautiful lesson on “True Worship,” and 
gave them God’s loving promise, 
“Though your sins be as scarlet, they 
shall be as white as snow.” He also 
taught the people “Right Living,” show- 
ing them God’s picture of the vineyard, 
teaching them God’s loving care for them, 
and reminding them -how they had dis- 
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appointed God by living sinful, selfish 
lives. Isaiah also brought ’s mes- 
sage of protection to good King Heze- 
kiah, when the king of Assyria tried to 
take Jerusalem. 

Amos was a young man down in Judah, 
who raised cattle and gathered fruit un- 
til God called him and sent him up to 
the northern kingdom to tell the people 
there about their sins. Once he gave the 
people this good lesson, “Seek good, and 
not evil, that ye may live.” 

Hosea tells of God’s tender love for 
his people, which he said was like the 
love of a thoughtful, loving father for 
very bad children. God had showed this 
love by calling them out of Egypt. He 
had given them many blessings, even 
while they were so sinful. Yet Hosea 
saw a far-off time when God’s people 
should all love him. 

Micah also brought the people a mes- 
sage of God’s great love for a sinning 
people. He warned them, too, that God 
would punish them by giving them into 
the hands of their enemies. Yet Micah 
told of the time when they should be 
gathered home. It was he who told the 

ple that our Saviour would-be born 
in Bethlehem. 

Sing “Faith of Our Fathers.” 

Curnton, S. C. 








The Little Jetts Use the Review Lesson 


By Wade Cc. Smith “The Little Jette Telling Bible Stories” 
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- Say, Fellows— 
Wade C. Smith’s Boys’ Class 
Review 
AY, fellows, in the brief moments we 
have in which to review the Quar- 
ter’s study of the early prophets of Is- 
rael, let’s use a pair of “team words” 


with which to haul each lesson back into 
our view. 


Lesson 1. Here are Faith and Cour- 
age. We will hitch them up to bring 
forth that thrilling story of Elijah on 
Mt. Carmel, facing and putting to rout 
the four hundred prophets of Baal. Faith 
and Courage made a good team that 
day. Do you recall how? Likewise, 
they make a good team today. 


Lesson 2. Fear and Panic. There’s 
a team for you, to the pulling down of 
strongholds —even strong and valiant 
Elijah. Fear produces Panic, and Panic 
shows the craven heart. Elijah ran from 
Queen Jezebel. He needn’t have done it. 
God saw to Jezebel. 


Lesson 3. Covetousness and Disaster. 
They pulled King Ahab and Queen Jeze- 
bel down to death, and the dogs licked 
their blood up in a public place. 

Lesson 4. Industry and Honor. Here’s 
a fine team. They worked together in 
the lives of Elisha and Amos and Isaiah. 
Elisha was plowing, Amos was tending 
sheep, Isaiah was listening for God’s 
voice, when they heard the call that led 
— out into great achievements for 


Lesson 5. Transgression and Fire. 
Amos told Judah and Israel how God 
would punish the nation for its disobedi- 
ence. Fire would devour the palaces of 
Jerusalem, and in Israel the strong should 
be made weak, the swift should become 
slow, and the archer’s hands fall help- 
less at his side. The wages of sin is 
death, but the gift of God is eternal life 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


Lesson 6. Injustice and Poverty. Amos 
showed the sure consequences of inhuman 
treatment of the weak. Cruel masters 
would find themselves in the place of 
their helpless victims. Captors would be- 
come captives and lords become slaves. 


Lesson 7. Love and Forgiveness. 
Hosea brought out these beautiful attri- 
butes of our heavenly Father. It was 
only his matchless love that could put 
forward so great a forgiveness as that 
offered to God’s sinning children. 


Lesson 8. Kindness and Humility. 
Micah pleads with Samaria “to love kind- 
ness, and to walk humbly with thy God.” 
Love is kind, and vaunteth not itself (1 
Cor. 1324). 


_ Lesson 9. Purity and Sincerity. This 
is the team that Isaiah offers to secure 
acceptability with God in worship. 


Lesson 10. Gratitude and Fruit. Again 
Isaiah shows that to recognize with grati- 
tude what God has done to make our lives 
fruitful will produce the fruit he wants, 
namely, lives of faithful service. 

Lesson 11. Prayer and Answer. 
inevitable partners. 
God answered. 


Summary: The prophets have shown 
us God’s code of true living. If we fail, 
we are without the excuse of” ignorance. 


GREENSBORO, N. C. 
we 
Last Week’s Questions Answered 


(On the lesson of December 11) 


1. Definitely to Ahaz and to Hezekiah. 

2. Sennacherib had a strong army; and 
machinery sufficient to lay the walls of Je- 
rusalem flat. He trusted in these things, 
and defied the living God. Hezekiah had 
only the remnant of a once stron people, 
with no defense to meet the Assyrian king. 
But he revered and trusted in God 

3. Both Ahaz and Hezekiah were told 
not to fear the threatening enemy and that 
God would deliver thé nation (Isa. 7: 3- 
73 37:6, 7). 

4. That God would deliver Jerusalem, 
and that to seek help from Egypt would 
bring disaster. 

5. The mistake of reckoning God in a 
class with the gods of Hamath and Arphad, 
and of Sepharvaim (Isa. 36:19, 20). 


6. “Lift up .thy prayer for the remnant 
that is left” (Isa. 37:4). 


‘The 
Hezekiah prayed; 
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7. Note his very words, in Isaiah 37: 15, 
or confirmation that he surely did. 

8. By taking everything to God in prayer. 

9. The basis of his request that God 
should honor himself in the answer. 

10. Elijah on Mt. Carmel (1 Kings 18: 36, 
37); Jesus (John 17: 1). 

11. See Isaiah 37: 21-29. 


12. “The Lord God of Israel,” and “the 
Holy One of Israel,” the true Jehovah of 
the faithful remnant (see Isaiah 37: 21 
23). Here is revealed his tenderness an 
faithfulness toward his believing people, in 
contrast to his power and sovereignty ex- 
ercised in righteous judgment toward a 
sinful and unbelieving nation. 

13. Surely in the faithful remnant from 
whom Christ sprang we find that which 
“took root downward,” in the full faith of 
their fathers, and “bore fruit upward” in 
life, death and resurrection of that same 
Christ. 


14. The prophecy concerning the destruc- 
tion of Samaria (Israel) in Isaiah 7: 8 and 
9; and the promise of a son of a virgin, 
“Immanuel,” in Isaiah 7: 14, 

15. For blaspheming the living God. 


16. See Luke 12: 32. (Can you refer t§ 
other similar texts?) 





| With the New Books| 


One Hundred Three-Minute Sermons, 
By John R. Gunn. (George H. Doran 
Co., New York, $1.35, net.) A wide 
variety of subjects is covered in brief 
messages of comfort and _ inspiration 
which the author has syndicated as a 
daily feature in newspapers. The talks 
are characterized by good sense and prac- 
ticality as well as real spirituality. 

What Tree Is That? By E. G. Chey- 
ney. (D. Appleton and Co., New York, 
$2.) Written especially for those who 
know no botany, and yet would know 
trees, this convenient guide to the com- 
mon trees of the United States is clear 
and non-technical in its language, simple 
in its plan. The author is an eminent 
authority on woodlore and director of the 
Minnesota School of Forestry. He be- 
gins with a method of quickly locating 
the description of any tree by the form of 
its leaves. The remainder of the book 
is devoted to the individual species,— 
on the left-hand page one finds a simple 
outline drawing of the characteristic leaf, 
fruit, or other identifying features, while 
the opposite page gives a brief word de- 
scription of the leaf, fruit, bark, use, and 
range of the particular tree. Nature stu- 
dents or those interested in nature study 
will find the book eminently practical and 
comprehensive. 


A Daily Digest of the Sunday School 
Lessons. 1928. By Amos R. Wells, 
Litt.D., D.D. (W. A. Wilde Co., Boston, 
35 cents and 50 cents.) The well-known 
writer whose new Lesson Poem in The 
Sunday School Times has won such instant 
approval now writes a little book that 
gives promise of becoming a most popu- 
lar help to the study of the International 
Uniform Lessons. Some of the unusual 
features it contains are the chronological 
tables, one on Mark and the other on the 
life of Paul, giving dates and places and 
a harmony of the lessons for the year. 
There are maps of “Palestine in the Time 
of Christ” and “Map of Paul’s Mission- 
ary Journeys.” One object of the book 
is to encourage through-the-week study 
of the lesson, and to this end there is a 
brief study for each day, complete in 
itself yet building toward the lesson as 
a whole, such as “Learn these facts,” 
“The lesson in life,” “Calling for com- 
ment,” “Consider,” “Point to be noted,” 
and so on. The plan of giving a moment 
or two of study a day is a good one, and 
this handy vest-pocket volume will be an 
inducement to do so. It is equally 
adapted for teacher or pupil. 


After Its Kind. By Byron C. Nelson, 
Th.M. (Augsburg Publishing House, 
Minneapolis, $1.50.) Assailed by the 
heavy volumes and plausible arguments 
of the evolutionists, many Christians have 
fled for refuge to “the impregnable rock 
of Holy Scripture.” There they have 
found a strong defense. But numbers 
of them have been unable to help other 
Christians who are still threading the 
mazes of the enemy’s territory. Mr. Nel- 



























748 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIME 





Te takes all her faith . 


of this famous author. 





GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL 


Writes another enthralling romance 
wherein the lovely heroine proves 


the all-compelling power of faith! 


WHITE FLOWER 


“COMING THROUGH THE RYE” 


A fast moving novel—brimful of wholesome excitement. Lovely Ray 
answers a misleading want ad in a distant city . 
. fast trains, motor cars, an aeroplane . . . and 
the ingenuity of plucky Chan Prescott to avert the dark disaster that 
surely awaited her. Read Mrs. Hill’s greatest love story. 


JOB’S NIECE 
By GRACE LIVINGSTON HILL 


An engrossing novel of a modern heroine with the patience 
of Job. Doris Dunbar finds —like Job before her—that 
troubles met with courage lead to a joyful awakening. $2.00 


Tne FORTUNATE CALAMITY 
By PANSY (Isabella M. Alden) 


Girls and their elders as well will welcome this beautiful story of how 
cheerful old Aunt Elsie and her mysterious secret brought romance to 
winsome Ray who least expected it. A tale worthy of the mature powers 


J. B. LIPPINCOTT COMPANY 


PHILADELPHIA — LONDON 


The 


By the Author of 


. . fate speeds her on. 


$2.00 


4 Illustrations. $1.75 














The Sanday, School nes 


Advertising Rates 
90 cents pet line, $12.60 per inch, each 
insertion (fourteen lines to the inch); 
For detailed information address The 
Religious Press Association, 325 North 
Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia. 





Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, pay- 
able in advance, for either old or new 
subscribers, in the United States and 
Possessions, Mexico, Cuba, and some 
Central and South American countries, 
These rates include postage. 

$2.00—One copy, or any number of 
copies less than five, $2 each, per year. 
One copy, five years, $7.50, 

$1.50—Five or more copies, either to 
separate addresses or in a package to one 
address, $1.50 each, per year. 

In recognition of the club organizer’s 
aid one subscription additional is allowed 
for every ten paid for in a club. 


TO CANADIAN SUBSCRIBERS 

The postage on each Canadian annual sub- 
scription costs the publishers of the Times 
about 27 cents a year more than the postage 
on a subscription delivered in the United 
States because of the higher periodical rate 
charged by the Canadian Post Office on 
United States publications. 

Therefore, alf Canadian subscriptions are 
receivable at the present rate plus 25 cents 
for postage. That is, the Canadian club sub- 
scription price becomes $1.75 a year, and 
the single subscription, $2.25 a year. 


CHANGE OF ADDRESS 

Please be sure to state the old as well 
as the new address whenever you request 
a change in your address. If in a club, 
please give name and address of your 
club organizer, and allow two full weeks 
for the change to be made. 

Enough copies of any one issue of the 
paper to enable all the teachers of a 
school to examine it will be sent free 
upon application. 

The paper is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 


The Sunday School Times Co., Publishers, 
323-327 N. Thirteenth Street, Philadelphia, Pa. 





AFRICA INLAND MISSION 


373 Carlton Ave., Brooklyn, N.Y. 


At work in East and Central Africa 30 years. 
Has now 40 stations, 200 missionaries and 
500 African teachers. Literature on request. 
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GIST OF LESSONS 1928 FREE 


Ol DOWN the names (a postcard will do) of 12 or 
J more Sunday School teachers or officers of your 
acquaintance, and we will send you an introduc- 
tory copy of Torrey’s: Gist of the Lessons (Inter- 
national) 1928, Adsolutely Sree and postpaid. 


THE ILLUSTRATOR, 158 Fifth Avenue, NEW YORK 


BARGAINS IN 
GIFT BIBLES 


To encourage the giving of Bibles 
for as, & © assortment 
is a at very special prices. 
Write for free er or c 

. NEW. YORK BIBLE SOCIETY 


Dept. 82, 5 E. 48th St., New York 
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Gospel Extension” b.0/ Jorg Se Pte 
I gtve Acts to readers, who report having read Joho 
through. Elizabeth Merriam, ramingham, Massa- 
chusetts, U.S. A. It works. Mention Times. 








son, a firm believer in the Genesis ac- 
count of creation, exposes the weaknesses 
of the “proofs” for evolution derived from 
classification, comparative anatomy, ves-. 
tigial organs, embryology, geology, and 
the geographical distribution of plants 
and animals. The theories of Lamarck, 
Darwin, and DeVries are shown to be 
unsound. Devoting a chapter to Men- 
del’s laws, he draws the startling and evi- 
dently correct conclusion that they are in 
agreement with -Genesis. Many clear 
photographs and diagrams increase the 
value of the book. It is a remarkably 
clear, concise refutation of the evolution- 


ary theory. 


Creatures of the Sea. By Frank T. 
Bullen. (Religious Tract Society, 4, 
Bouverie Street, London, E.C. 4, five 
shillings.) Kipling is said to have con- 
sidered Frank Bullen the greatest of all 
deep-sea writers ; certainly he wrote from 
a background rich in actual experience 
of the perils and wonders of the deep. 
His life from early youth was given to 
following the sea for a livelihood, chiefly 
in whaling-vessels, in the days when that 
industry was at its height. As a young- 
ster, and increasingly as he matured, he 
was thrilled by what he saw of ocean 
life during the leisurely voyages of the 
sailing vessels in which he shipped. One 
of his works has become a classic and 
recognized authority concerning that now 
distant period of the whaling industry, 
—“The Cruise of the Cachalot.” In 
“Creatures of the Sea” we have the re- 
sults of Bullen’s many years of thor- 
ough and enthusiastic observation of the 
life of the denizens of the sea, large and 
small. From the great “right” whale 
down to the humble herring, Frank Bul- 


len knew them all and makes us know: 


them. A most interesting section is de- 
voted to the sea birds, whose numbers 
and habits are unknown to most of us. 


Barak: The Diary of a Donkey. By 
Fred H. Easton. (Hulbert Publishing 
Co., Ltd., Glasgow, Scotland, or the 
China Inland Mission, Toronto, Ont., or 
Germantown, Philadelphia, 75 cents.) 
The author of this book is the donkey’s 
master, and he vouches for every word 
of it, not only because he has seen it all 
but because “Barak coolly borrowed all 
my old diaries from January, 1920, to 
September, 1921 (and seems to have 
chewed them up); so that most of the 
adventures recorded are simply ‘Boiled- 
down Diary,’ and are strictly in accord- 
ance with fact.” Barak is quite an un- 
derstanding fellow, willing on the whole, 
although sometimes obstreperous; but, 
helped by the humor of his master and 
the humanizing influence of the master’s 
new wife, he makes quite a creditable 
performance and gives a most unusual 
and interesting Picture of missionary 
work and travel in China. We learn of 
fun as well as cf sadness and hard work 
in a missionary’s life, and through it all 
unconsciously shine the devotion and the 
desire to make the Good News of salva- 
tion known to all men. This diary pro- 
vokes many a smile, but there is nothing 
irreverent about it, and young people and 
old alike will be interested and helped by 
its message. 


Fast Hold on Faith. By Henry How- 
ard. (George H. Doran Co., New York, 
$2, net.) The minister of the Fifth Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church in New York 
furnishes convincing evidence that his 
international reputation as a preacher has 
been fairly gained. Much, doubtless, is 
lost when spoken sermons are transfer- 
red to the printed page, but enough re- 
mains to give a clear impression of charm 
and thoughtfulness. One cannot but feel 
that in his message the preacher is a true 
successor of the apostles: that he believes 
in and preaches the. blessed Gospel. 
Yet the impact of these discourses seems 
to be more directed to man as a subject 
matter than to an exposition of revealed 
truth. Profound insight into human char- 
acter seems, unfortunately, to be com- 
bined with other views. whose nature can- 
not command assent. In a sermon en- 
titled “The Tragedy of Division,” for 
example, Mr.’ Howard commits himself 
to the view that an outward, corporate 
union of all the churches is the cure for 





the “narrow sectarianism” which he finds 
to be well-nigh universal. Passing over 
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the fact that this conception of the 
Church cannot by any valid exegesis be 
grounded in the Word of God, it is sur- 
prising to find the author so oblivious to 
the practical peril of working for a united 
church when so many formerly orthodox 
communidns are becoming increasingly 
Modernist. He seems to have forgotten 
the verity established by the Protestant 
Reformation, that in times of apostasy, in- 
difference, and corruption, it is separation 
and not union that is God’s way of testi- 
fying to the truth. 


The Inside of Bunyan’s Dream. By 
Arthur Porter, D.D. (Fleming H. Revell 
Co; New York, $1.75.) So firnily im- 
bedded is the kernel of a walnut that it 
takes a sharp instrument to extract the 
two halves. With keen discernment, and 
in language acceptable to modern science, 
Dr. Porter lays bare the psychological 
substance of Bunyan’s dream. In a clear, 
and sometimes humorous style, the char- 
acters of the old allegory are shown to be 
as active today as they ever were. But 
the doctrinal kernel, as Dr. Porter takes 
it from its shell, is sadly mutilated. The 
author points out that Bunyan seldom 
speaks of doctrine. Yet there is one great 
difference between “The Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress” and this exposition of it: Bunyan 
never clashes with the doctrines of the 
Bible; Dr. Porter does. He falls into 
the common error of discounting belief, 
and emphasizing “life” at the expense 
of belief. Thus: “Jesus Christ never 
asked a single candidate for the new 
kingdom what he believed . < . he merely 
bade the candidate, ‘Follow me.’ ” But 
the Lord Jesus said to his disciples, 
“Whom say ye that I am?” The ques- 
tion was asked to ascertain their belief 
concerning him. Dr. Porter’s chapter on 
the cross gives no hint that there the 
Son of God paid the penalty of man’s sin 
with his own blood. The book is a mas- 
terful psychological study, but in conflict 
with the Scripture. 


5,000 Best Modern Illustrations. By 
the Rev. G. B. F. Hallock, D.D. (George 
H. Doran Co., New York, $4, net.) 
Spurgeon once said that illustrations, like 
windows, let light into the chambers of 
the mind. A veritable storehouse, packed 
with such windows, over fifty-three hun- 
dred in all, is this latest work of the for- 
mer editor of The Expositor. With special 
thought to the needs of the present- 
day preacher, Sunday-school teacher, 
Christian Endeavor leader, and other 
Christian worker, the volume has been 
prepared with scrupulous care. The scope 
of its topics and the quantity of mate- 





rial presented make it a well-nigh inex- 


haustible supply of apt illustration. The .- 
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Lesson for December 18 


Review 


subjects are arranged in alphabetical or- 
der, enabling one to turn at once to any 
given subject, and in addition a full topi- 
cal index is given at the back of the book, 
with hundreds of suggestive cross refer- 
ences. Too often the illustrations found 
in compilations of this sort are of 
similar length. Here there is satisfying 
variety, ranging froni epigrammatical 
sentences to full anecdotes. Many quo- 
tations from the classics and from such 
well-known sources as Moody, Spurgeon, 
Whittle, Griffith-Thomas, and the like, 
are included, as well as the best thought 
of the world’s finest speakers and writers 
of the present day. Christian speakers, 
teachers, and writers will find Dr. Hal- 
lock’s book one that will be treasured and 
constantly used. 





Children at Home 








Mother Nature’s Refrigerator 
By Lillian E. Andrews 


: WAS Betty Thurston’s first morn- 
ing im the big farmhouse where her 
father had been born, and there were so 
many things to see and do that Betty’s 
brown eyes were like stars. Even before 
breakfast, and breakfast was early, Betty 
had, as Grandmother Thurston said, 
“done a half day’s work.” She had got- 
ten acquainted with Spot, the lop-eared 
hound, and with Tiger and Tommy and 
Mother Goose, the three cats. She had 
stood on the threshold of the barn door 
and watched Uncle John milk the mild- 
eyed Jersey cows. If the cows were a 
little surprised at seeing a small girl in 
a pink gingham dress looking at them, 
they did not act so. Betty loved to smell 
their sweet, clover-scented breath, and 
hear the sound of the milk striking the 
bright tin pail. 

“Can I learn to milk, Uncle John?” she 
had asked eagerly, when Uncle John 
hung up the milking stool and came out 
into the bright morning sunshine. 

Uncle John smiled. “I don’t know why 
you can’t learn to milk a little,’ he an- 
swered. “How old are you, Betty?” 

“Seven,” said Betty promptly, “seven, 
going on eight.” 

There was a twinkle in Uncle John’s 
blue eyes. “Well, when your Aunt Betty 
was ‘seven, going on eight,’ she could 
milk several quarts,” he said. “I think 
I’ll get you a new pint pail, and then you 
can milk enough to drink, anyway. You 
can milk Clover because she is so gentle.” 

In the house Grandmother. Thurston 
and Mary, the pleasant,girl who helped 
do the work, had the table all set. There 
were golden brown pancakes of just the 
right color, and golden brown maple 
syrup to put on them. And beside the 
pancakes there was bacon, crisp and de- 
licious, and eggs that tasted as if they 
were just intended to go with bacon. A 
big glass of creamy milk and a slice of 
bread and butter made Betty feel as if 
she couldn’t eat another mouthful. 

“T have had such a good breakfast that 
I feel as if I’d never be hungry again,” 
said Betty, “but I suppose I will.” 

Grandmother Thurston laughed. “I 
think you'll want several of my sugar 
cookies and another glass of milk at about 
ten o'clock,” she remarked. 

As she talked with Betty, she brought 
out a brown crock with a cover. Into 
this went the butter. The cream was put 
in a tall churn, and that, too, had a cover. 
Betty began to look about the kitchen 
interestedly. 

“Where is your refrigerator, Grand- 
ma?” she asked. “Is that tall thing in 
the corner it?” 

“Oh, my dear, no, that’s your great 
grandfather’s oak chest of drawers,” said 
Grandmother Thurston. “I always put 
my butter and cream in Mother Nature’s 
refrigerator, and your Uncle John puts 
his milk there, too.” 

Betty’s eyes opened wide. What could 
Grandmother Thurston mean? But she 
did not look as if she was making fun 
of Betty. Mother Nature’s refrigerator! 
Betty had heard of Mother Nature in 
school, and had read some things about 
her in the big encyclopedia that had pic- 


‘Grandma?” she ventured to ask. 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


tures in it. She thought that Nature sent 
the snow and the sparkling frost in win- 
ter, and the warm rains that brought back 
the flowers in spring, but she had never 
imagined that Mother Nature had a re- 
frigerator. : a 

“What kind of refrigerator is it, 
“Has 
it two doors? Does the ice man put the 
ice in at the side or at the top?” 

Grandmother Thurston began to laugh. 
“Why, Betty, I quite forgot that you'd 
never seen Mother Nature’s refrigerator,” 
she said. “Come with me, and I’ll show 
you Mother Nature’s refrigerator —or at 
least one of them. She has a great many. 
Some of them are ravines far up on the 
mountain tops where the snow never 
melts, and some are deep pits in the earth 
where it always stays cool. But the one 
on the farm is a deep, cold spring. You 
may carry the butter and put it in the 
spring, and I'll carry the cream.” 

With the little brown crock hugged 
close to her breast, Betty followed Grand- 
mother Thurston down a little path. A 
breath of fresh coolness came to her. 

“Oh,” said Betty, “oh, was there ever 
anything so lovely?” 

At the bottom of the path ‘was the 
brightest little spring one could imagine. 
It was lined with white sand; it looked 
like a crystal cup. A little stream ran 
away from it, and water cress grew all 
along its bed. In the spring were big 
bright cans of milk all tightly covered. 
Carefully Grandmother Thurston lowered 
the cream jar. 

“Now the butter, Betty,” she said. “Set 
it down carefully. Don’t tip it over.” 

Leaning forward, Betty put the crock 
in the water. She intended to step back 
as soon as the crock was safely resting 
on the bottom. But she leaned just a 
little too far. Her foot slipped. The 
next instant she went into the spring, 
splash! Oh, but it was cold! But it 
wasn’t deep. And even before she could 
get out herself, Grandmother Thurston 
was helping her. 

“Were you frightened, Betty?” she 
asked, for Betty was shivering. 

Betty began to laugh. She was wet 
from top to toe, but she knew by the 
expression on Grandmother Thurston’s 
face that her grandmother wanted to 


+ laugh. 


“N-no,” she chattered, “but, oh, Grand- 
ma, that water is awfully cold!’* 

“Like ice, isn’t it?” laughed Grand- 
mother Thurston. “I know, because I fell 
into it once myself, and made a bigger 
splash than you did.” 

“I must have looked like a big frog,” 
said Betty. 

Grandmother Thurston took Betty’s 
hand. “Let’s hurry up to the house, and 
find some.dry clothes,” she said. “This 
is only one of the tumbles you'll have. 
You'll probably try the creek or the horse 
trough next.” 

Half way up the path, Betty turned and 
glanced back. “I’m glad I didn’t upset 
the milk cans,” she said thankfully, “or 
the cream. But I’ll never forget Mother 
Nature’s refrigerator,” she added. “It’s 
better than any refrigerator I ever saw 
before, because it stays cold and you don’t 
have to keep buying ice to put in it. I 
wish everybody could have one.” 

New Beprorp, Mass. 


Oliver’s Teacher-Training 
Course in Brazil 


HE Rev. Herbert S. Harris, Field 

Secretary for Brazil of the ‘World’s 
Sunday School Association, returned re- 
cently to Rio de Janeiro at the conclusion 
of his furlough. In writing to the head- 
quarters in New York, he said: “Among 
the first Sunday-schools to be visited 
since my recent return from furlough in 
the United States was that of the Egreja 
Fluminense do Rio de Janeiro (Central 
Congregational Church of Rio de Ja- 
neiro), of which the Honorary Superin- 
tendent is Sr. Jose L. F. Braga, Jr., 
one of the Vice-Presidents of the Worid’s 
Association. This school has always held 
a leading place among the Sunday- 
schools of Brazil, but on this last visit 
I was greatly pleased to see the marked 
progress that has been made even during 
this past year while I have been away 


from the field. The average attendance 
is about three hundred, but the thing that 
particularly attracted my attention was 
the large normal class of fifteen young 
men and women eagerly engaged in the 
study of “Preparacao de Professores” 
(the adaptation of Oliver’s “Preparation 
for Teaching”). Probably no school in 
Brazil has used this textbook, prepared 
by the Brazil Sunday School Union, more 
assiduously than the school just visited. .. . 
This simple course has rendered a.won- 
derfully important service as illustrated 
in this Congregational School. Of its 
corps of thirty-two teachers, thirty of 
them have received the Sunday School 
Union’s certificate for the completion of 
Oliver’s Course, and it is largely to this 
fact that the superintendent attributes the 
marked dedication and increased zeal of 
his teaching force. A few years ago fre- 
quent unexcused absences were the rule 
among the teachers, but now teachers are 
absent only for the most pressing reasons 
and almost invariably provide substitutes 
in advance. ° 
“The school’s equipment is antiquate 

and the rooms crowded, even out-of-door 
passageways being used by many of the 
classes, but they are looking forward to 
a not far-distant day when they will 
erect, on property they already own in 
connection with the church, an up-to-date 
plant.” 
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A Jewish Rabbi 
, Found the Messiah 


and is now preaching the 
Gospel, not only among the 
2,000,000 Jews of Greater 
New York, but,through the 
printed page, is reaching 
thousands of Jews in Rus- 
sia, Poland, Palestine. He 
issues a monthly paper en- 
ia ne titled “* The Chosen Peo- 
<a a Paper A da 
= Cohn 2 5o0ut the persecutions, 
Ex-Rabbi Leopold hard work and glorious 
victories experienced in the thrilling world-wide 
work of the American Board of Missions to the 
Jews, Inc. It is considered by many Bible students 
the most helpful paper on Prophecy and the 
Jews published in America. Read it. 


OUR OFFER: Send us $1.00 and we will 
mail you “ The Chosen People” for one year, one 
copy of the life-story of Ex-Rabbi Leopold Cohn, 
and six assorted leafiets on the Jewish Question. 
And remember, your money back if you are not 
satisfied. Address 


“THE CHOSEN PEOPLE” 
27 Throop Avenue Brooklyn, N. Y. 











You can be quickly cured, if you 


STAMMER 


Send 10 cents for 288-page book on Stammering and 
Stuttering, “its Cause and Cure.”’ It tellshow I 
cured myself after stammoring 20 yrs. B. N. Bogue, 
11454 Bogue Bidg., 1147 N. Jil, St., Indianapolis, 








The BEST BIBLE in the WORLD for the MONEY 











ILLUSTRATED SELF-PRONOUNCING 


GIFT BIBLE 


SUITABLE FOR YOUNG AND OLD 
BOUND IN GENUINE FLEXIBLE LEATHER 




















kiya 








The KING JAMES or AUTHORIZED VERSION 
OF THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 


All the words 

contedend aildcdincettins 

for quick and easy pronunciation 

CARGE BLACK FACE TYPE 
SPECIMEN OF TYPE 
and of Ar’pad? where are the gc 
prob ar-ve ini Hé’na, and 1} 
ve par ot vered Saé-méa’ri-a 


35 Who are they am all 
of the countries, dt bass Bi 


/ tT ALSO CONTAINS 


@ NEW SERIES OF HELPS 
STUDY OF THE BIBLE oe 
Selected 


4800 QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 
THE OLD AND NEW TESTAMENTS 
which unfold the Scriptures, A 
paw pnd of great value to old 


young 
2 3) BEAUTIFUL ILLUSTRATIONS 
RONOUNCING * showing scenes and incidents of 
go RING oii Bible History, handsomely 
= ted on paper in 


phototone ink This 
$2 MAPS OF THE GIBLE LANDS In ia Divan Y CIRCUIT 


Printed on superior white ; ; 
size 54 x8t inches. Suitableto SEN OTRE ween 
carry or for home reading 


marker. Each Bible packed fully 
eu 


PRICE ONLY $2.95 


PREPAID 





NAME. 6 d-9 606% 48 ons 


CONTAINING 


for their general utility 
INCLUDING 










Bible is bound 


overlapping 


covers). It is so durabl 








CH 
SEAL LEATHER that it 
can b A ont : 


@ver- to binding 

covers, rea under Bible has red gold 
gsound corners, edges, headband and purple 
marker. Each Bible is care- 

TY, Docked in a neat and 


SPECIAL OFFER 











1010 Arch Street, Philadelphia, Pe. 


Please All Charges ¥: THE SPECIAL GIFT BIBLE 
which oo oat, £8 8 ata sencinl 


RICE of $2.95. 1 enclose 


ry O for the nt. 
( Tht Bibl furnished with Patent Thumb Index, 45 cents ext.) 


Name in gold on cover, 30 cents extra. 
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A Christmas Hint 


Why not give that friend of yours 





a year’s subscription to The Sunday 
School Times? Yes, and why not the 








same gift to a good many friends? 





It is the kind of remembrance that is 

articularly well worth while, and it 
loste a whole year. Don’t you know a 
number of friends who would be glad 
and thankful if they were to receive 
The Sunday Sctioo! Times from you? 


# £ £2 RE RR 


When you order a subscription sent to 

anyone asa Christmas gift, just indicate 

on your order that it is intended as 

such, and we will gladly mail directly 

to the recipient a beautifully illustrated 

Christmas greeting card with your name 
and with this wording: 








i With Christmas Greetings 


Che Sunday School Times 


will come to you as a weekly reminder of 

my hearty good wishes for a joyful Christmas 

and a Happy New Year of abounding 
blessing in life and service. 




















You will appreciate the importance of 
sending in your gift orders very early 
so that the first copy of the paper and 
the greeting card will reach your friends 
in plenty of time before Christmas. 


# RRB RR 


If you will send your order at once, we 


will see that it is filed for delivery at the. 


proper time. 
2 # @ # # BR 


Will you kindly turn to page 748, and 
there you will find the subscription 
rates in full. Please notice that if you 
order five or moresubscriptions you will 
be entitled to the club rate, which will 
save you one-fourth of the single rate. 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO0., 325 N. 13thSt., Philadelphia 
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Letters from Readers 








F THE thousands of letters received 
from readers of The Sunday School 
Times, only a few can be uséd in the 
editorial department on the second page, 
“Notes on Open Letters.” But many of 
the letters not appearing there are so in- 
teresting that they ought to be shared 
with other members of the Times family, 
and the Editors are now commencing this 
new department, “Letters from Readers.” 
It is hoped to publish in almost every 
issue a variety of such letters, usually 
without editorial comment; and the let- 
ters will include criticisms of the Times 
as well as commendations, and their 
views on matters of general interest. 
This week the letters have to do with 


| a recently begun series that is attracting 
| wide attention. 


To, the Editor: Just wanted to say a 


| word of appreciation of your paper, espe- 
cially ‘Letters from, a Farm Mother to|H 


Her Son at College.” 
I have a boy of eighteen in the North- 


| west who never goes to church or Sunday- 


school, and I am planning to write to him 
one of those “not-to-be-opened-until” letters, 
so that every Lord’s Day there will be a 
thought of home and 

Three of my Primary class children will 


| be shut in several Sundays with scarlet 


fever, and I am planning to send them let- 
ters to be opened at 9.45 as we are in our 
classes, and I am sure it will bring a 
blessing to the children and their parents 
as well. 

I am praising God this morning for such 
a paper as The Sunday School Times and 
such a mother as the “Farm Mother,” and 
would appreciate it if you would breathe a 
prayer that my boy’s heart may be touched. 
—A Georgia mother. 


To the Editor: I have just read your 
Notes on Open Letters on the Farm Mother, 
and I ask you to indulge me in this little 
expression of appreciation of your blessed 
work. I have felt “the Lord’s editing” in 
every page of this paper as perhaps in no 
other, and our “Farm Mother’ has put it 
into words when she | says so “refreshingly 
free from bitterriess.” The “ray of light” 
for which she prayed has come more than 
once to me through the pages of The Sun- 
day School Times. 

In “speaking “often one to another” as 
they were wont to‘do in the prophet’s time 
there is great help, and God is honored by it, 
and this is just how I feel toward this 
group of Sunday School Times readers and 
contributors. 

Shall I tell you of an incident that oc- 
curred last winter while an evangelist was 
holding meetings here? We had occasion 
to call on a Walla Walla pastor, a man 
outstanding for fidelity to God’s Word. 
While waiting tor him to come in, the evan- 
gelist remarked that if we looked around 
we would in all probability find a Scofield 
Bible and The Sunday School Times. Sure 
enough, they were in evidence. A few days 
later we had occasion to-call on another 
friend in the interest of revival work; again 
this observation was made that we should 
find such and such periodicals on his desk. 
We found The Sunday School Times, The 
King’s Business, and a Scofield Bible. 

I relate this because there is a tie that 
binds the Times readers, and I write this 
giving thanks to God, as I very often do, 
for this means so blessed in His hands to 
my edification—A Washington State lay- 
man. 





To the Editor: In The Sunday School 
Times of Octo 29 the “Letter from a 
Farm Mother to Her Son at College” im- 
pressed us as ae | splendidly adapted to 
the college youth today. We believe it 
is worthy of wide distribution and would 
be very much indebted to you for the per- 
mission to reprint it in our own publication. 
—Mennonite Weekly Review, Newton, Kan. 





To the Editor: Noticing your announce- 
ment in October 29 issue I ask that you 
kindly send to my address some twelve 
copies of this issue that I may ‘pass on its 
feast of fat things to our teachers and 
some of my Sunday-school pupils. 

Let me thank you and Amos R. Wells 
for his little gem, “God's Wonderful Love.” 
I consider his lately joining your staff of 
writers as one of the best and happiest ad- 
ditions. 

Please let me thus give my most sincere, 

grateful thanks to the dear Farm Mother 
Gor her soulful, tender words to her son at 
college. These words will touch the heart 
of many a mother — perchance many a son 





Third Article from Dr. Bob Jones 
To My Orthodox Friends : 


aemnie fathers and mothers whose sons ot 
ters are re % | the Bob Jones College, 
llege Point P.O , Lynn Haven, Florida), 
pes go to nye Sor night with no haunting fear 
that some “ nt” atheistic—teacher steal 
the faith of their precious children. 
We teach ouf boys and girls that God created 
sian tc ts oon tet es 
relation to a lower order of animal. We: teach 
y is a lie, and 
contradicts the teaching of God's Word. We 
teach them that instead of the Bible te the 
pag i , eed Ged survival of the . 
grace of a 
We teach our boys and girls that instead 
of man having evolved from a bit of proto- 
givin @ that owes originally created perfect, and 
that he fell 5 — i that it 
was necessary for jesus Uhnist to precious 
blood on the cross, and thus make a vicarious and 
substitutional atonement for the sins of the race ; 
that without the shedding . 


and girls that Jesus rose fovss dae-daatoaien 
le is now in heaven, sea nthe ht hd of he 
Father ; that He is coming again fi 
pecuiee We teach our ood a 
HEY MUST BE BO 


Remember that this this no School of Rel 


gion, This is a thoro up-to-date, well 
equi school. We of our and 
Gin tebic tombe atibaocaan 
matics, co 

We do not stand for work, BUT WE 


PUT FIRST THINGS FIRST. When we 
ee eS ee ee 
send them out fervent, 
EDUCATED CHRISTIAN LEADERS. 
ones Co! proposes to innoculate 

the and clin ok Ge cat dhe wile 
that they will never take the religious diseases 
which are abroad in our modem world. We pro- 
pose to teach them what is false and what is true, 
not only in Science, but in Religion. When our 
boys and girls go back home, their fathers and 
mothers can ask them why they believe the Bible, 
wt gey a ne in hool ofthe 

are inte in a sc < of 
Pig iy oe veicde 


Next vailtiauee to te onan on tng YOU 
can do to assist us in carrying out our program. 
BoB JONES: 





long since out of college. The Lord richly 
bless these letters to the good of all their 
readers.—A New York City reader. 









The Young People’s 
Prayer-Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





December 25. What Does Christmas Mean to 
the World? John 3:16; Luke 2: 8-11. 
January 1. What Are the Values of Daily 
Devotions? (Quiet-Hour consecration 
meeting.) Psa. 40 : 1-8, ‘ 
January 8 What Prayer Can Accomplish. 
Mark 11 : 20-26. 

January 15. What Difference Does Reading 
the Bible Make? Psa. 1:1-6; 2 Tim. 3: 
14-17. . 





Sunday, December 18 
God’s Kindness and Our Own 
(Tit. 3 : 1-8; Matt. 25 : 35) 





Mon.—God’s infinite love (John 3 : 16). 
Tues.—Love’s protection (x Pet.-5 :7). 
Wed.—Love’s provision (1 Cor. 2: 7-9). 
Thurs.—Love’s generosity G John 3: 
16-18). fi 
Fri.—Forgiving love (Luke 15 : 21-24)2° ; 
Sat.—Love’s service (Luke 10; 33°35):, : 











How may we show that God is kind to us? 
What is the need of kindness in the home? 
What is best in business, kindness or force- 


CHOOL and Home Education tells of 

a woman who was visiting an-asylum 
for friendless orphan children. She 
watched the little ones go through their 
daily drili, superintended by the matron, 
a firm, honest woman, but evidently one 
to whom her duty had become a mechan- 
ical task. One little tot hurt her foot; 
and the visitor, who had children of her 
own, took her on her knee, petted her, 
made her laugh, and kissed her before 

















OE QOS ees. 


B\wess Eee aS =e o!'_ 


- 


~ 4a @ 


eT@agrteoog FF OO! ee 


Cc? 


ir 





s? 
e? 


e- 


of 


he 
sir 
yn, 


ot; 
er 
oT, 
re 


ee 





———— 




















Lesson for December 
Review 


Peloubet’s 
Select Notes 


AMOS: RK. WELLS, Litt.t LUD 
The world’s greatest comment- | 
ary on the International Uniform | 
Sunday School lessons for 1928 
It contains evervthing necessary 
Price 


toa teacher's preparation 
Prepaid 82.00 


$1.90 


A Daily Digest of the 

S. S. Lessons ; 
AMOS R. WELLS, Litt... Lip 
A short, concise and intensely 
| practical summary of the Lessons’ 
for the busy Bible student and 
} Sundav School worker. Cloth 
3c. Leather 50c. Vest-pocket size 
Know Your Bible? 
ave a WEES, LitecD: LED 
Educational as well 
taining 


Ss enter- 
1500 questions and an-, | 
|} swer ind 2 topical 


Price S10) 


quiz7es 


WA WILDE COMPANY 


ton, Mflass 








: Thompson’s —_ 
Chain Reference Bible 


Most helpful Bible published for use by ministers, 
Sunday-school teachers, Bible class. - leaders, 
scholars and Christian people everywhere. Only 
Bible with Text Cyclopedia which classifies un- 
der easy subject headings over 100,000 ¢ tain ref- 
erence topicS together with general Bible infor- 
mation, dictionar material, biographical 
sketches, selected Bible readings and compre- 
hensive treatment of doctrines, places, manners . 
and customs. 


Write today for illustrated booklet and free 
trial offér. 


AGENTS ASK FOR PROFIT PLAN 


B.B. KIRKBRIDE BIBLE COMPANY 
$-924, Meridian Life Bldg., Indianapolis, Indiana 











THE PERRY PICTURES 

Reproductions of the World’s 

Great Paintings. Size, 54%4x8, 
‘ostpaid. 


TWO CENTS EACH for 25 or more 
Send 50 cents for 25 Art 
Subjects or 25 on Life of 
Christ. Notwo alike. 
Beautiful 64-page Catalogue 
for 15 cents incoin or stamps 
The Perry. Pictures Co. 
Box 500, MALDEN, Mass. 














INGS THE GOSPEL 
INTO PEOPLE’S HEARTS 
Drives Out Pear Vigate the Word 
107 Inspiring Gospel Songs by Seebbins, Harkness, 
dankey, Gabriel, Tovey, Hooker, et al., entitled 


‘*HYMNS FROM THE HEART” 


By Mrs. James Henry Larson, Editor, Voice Stu- 
J Pm Boston, ae \ ork, and Paris. 
Price per 100, $12.50. Send 25 cents for cme copy 
or request returnable inspection copy FREE. 


Rev. J. H. Larson, Lake Geneva, Wisconsin 








4 sinful men. 











VICTOR Portable 
STEREOPTICON 
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BRONZE mLEIs 


Designs and Estimates Free 
Jno. Williams, Inc., Bronze Foundry 
(Went. 9), 556 W. 27th St.. New York City. 


CHURCH FURNITURE 
joer Sunday Schoo 
- ay ee one 
DeMoulin Bros. & Co. 
1160 South 4th St., Greenville, Illinois 9" 





THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


she put her down. The other children 
stared in wonder. 
“What is the matter? Does no one 
ever kiss you?” asked the astonished vis- 
itor. 
“No, that isn’t the rules, ma’am,” was 
the answer. 

oe 


A gentleman in the same city stopped 
to buy a newspaper from a_ wizened, 
shrieking newsboy at the station one 
morning. He tound the boy following 
him every day thereafter, with a wist- 
ful face, brushing spots from his clothes, 
and eager to render any little service. 

“Do you know me?” he asked at ‘last. 

The little urchin replied, “No, sir, but 
you called me ‘my child’ one day. I'd 
like to do something for you, sir. I 
thought before that I was nobody’s child.” 


se 


With infinitely greater tenderness and 
love, our heavenly Father has reached 
down to where we were, and, although we 
had done nothing to deserve it (Tit. 3: 
5), has offered us cleansing from every 
stain of sin, and full and free pardon 
through the Lord Jesus Christ, and has 
given us the privilege of becoming his 
children. Perhaps many of us have never 
reached the depths of sin that -we usually 
think of in connection with hardened and 
Yet God’s Word makes it 
very plain that because of our naturally 
evil nature we stand, in his sight, with 
those who have committed the foulest 
and most terrible crimes, until we ac- 
cept his offer of salvation and cieansing. 
And God’s love was so boundless and so 
deep, that, in order to make possible the 
salvation of all who would accept him, 
he gave the dearest thing ‘he had, his 
only Son, to die a shameful death on the 
cross, not for his friends alone —he had 
very few of these— but for his enemies, 
and for every one who was or ever would 
be alienated from God through sin (Rom. 
5:8). The marvel of it all is that even 
after having made this wonderful pro- 
vision in the Lord Jesus Christ, God did 
not stop there. He came to you and me 
and to others who were by nature his 
enemies and, through his Holy Spirit, 
pleaded with us to accept the provision 
made. He made it possible that we might 
have the Word to tell us about his 
loving-kindness, and to urge us to accept 


it. 
ge 


But even here his love did not end. In 
order that we might grow as children 


IND a church without a live and 

growing Sunday-school, and you have 
found a church that is missing one of 
its greatest opportunities, the salvation 
and training of the next generation. One 
of the surest signs of a church that is 
standing still, or actually declining, is a 
Sunday-school that is steadily growing 
smaller. Often, in such a case, it seems 
difficult to stem the tide, and many who 
have the welfare of their Sunday-schools 
at heart have been perplexed, when, seem- 
ingly, all the effort to make the programs 
attractive and helpful meets with failure. 
As they Icok at other schools, it appears 
sometimes as though much more is ac- 
complished with less effort. The secret 
may not always be equipment, and yet in 
every case it will be worth while to con- 
sider carefully the distinct advantages 
that may be gained, and the labor and 
time in routine things that may be saved 
for more important duties, through the 
use of carefully chosen equipment and 
accessories. 

Many will recall some of the difficulties 
they had, as children, in visualizing the 
great march of the Children of Israel 
through the wilderness, or other .well- 
known Bible stories. Think what it would 
have meant to have had beautiful and 
accurate pictures of the country. and the 





people to accompany the study of the 
Word. ‘More and more those engaged 





of our heavenly Father and be nourished 
and strengthened in our daily walk, the 
Lord Jesus Christ ever intercedes for us 
at the right hand of the Father (Heb. 
7:25), and the Comforter, the Holy 
Spirit, has come to dwell with every true 
child of God, never to leave him but to 
be his Guide and Teacher and Strength- 
ener in the midst of every temptation and 
perplexity and circumstance of life (John 
14:16, 17, 26). Can you think of any 
more loving provision that God could 
have made? 
oe 


What then should be the outward signs 
of our love for him? John tells us that 
we know him and love him if we keep his 
commandments (1 John 2:3; John 14: 
15). So we will be obédient if our love 
is real and sincere. 

_Another outward sign of our appre- 
ciation of God’s love to us is our treat- 
ment of those about us (John 13:35). 
Do we do petty, mean, contemptible 
things to those in the home; the school, 
the office, the shop? Have we unkind, 
unloving thoughts about others? John 
tells us that, if this is true of us, we make 
ourselves liars by saying we love God 
(1 John 4:20, 21). 

$e 


When we really come to see and un- 
derstand God’s love for us it will have 
a definite effect upon our Christian walk. 
We will want to give to him full control 
of our lives and to let him keep us from 
those things that hinder and mar our 
testimony tor him (Rom. 12:1, 2). 

we 


Perhaps one phase of God’s kindness 
we do not often think about. In fact, 
sometimes we actually call God unkind 
when he permits suffering, or sorrow, or 
calamity to come into our lives. Yet he 
wants us to see in such so-called misfor- 
tune his love and concern. He tells us 
he does not willingly afflict or gfieve us 
(Lam. 3:33), and that all things work 
together for good to them that love him 
(Rom. 8:28). Shall we not ask him to 
help us to be rightly “exercised” by the 
chastenings he sends (Heb. 12:11) and 
by faith to praise and. thank him for his 


love, by both word and deed, even when | 


we cannot understand it? 
ye 


What does my life show as to my estimate 
of God’s love? 


Do I love others as He loves me? 
What am I doing to tell others of his love? 
PHILADELPHIA. 


Church Equipment Service 
Better Sunday Schools 


in teaching children are realizing the im- 
portance of the eyegate in reaching the 
child’s mind, and that. Sunday-school is 
wise that makes use of the stereopticon 
and Bible motion pictures to drive home 
the great truths of the Word. There are 
thousands of views for stereopticons deal- 
@z with Bible subjects, and large 
libraries of carefully selected scenic mo- 
tion picture films, suitable for church use, 
are available at a cost that is not beyond 
the average Sunday-school. 

The best teaching and class work are 
secured only in quiet and freedom from 
outside distractions. Without the separa- 
tion of classes this is impossible, but 
movable partitions have solved the prob- 
lem of individual classrooms. Such par- 
titions are adaptable to old buildings as 
well as new, permitting the school to hold 
its opening and closing exercises together, 
and yet have all the advantages of sep- 
arate classrooms for the lesson. 

Church Equipment Service, this new 
feature of The Sunday School Times, ap- 
pears in the first issue of each month, If 
you have any questions or problems con- 
cerning the purchase of church equipment 
that is not offered in the adjacent col- 
umns, full information will be promptly 
furnished if you will write to Church 
Equipment Service, The Sunday School 





Times, Company, 323-327. North. Thir- 
teenth Street, Philadelphia eso". 
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Rolling Partitions 


One Room or Many 


As Occasion Demands 
B* the use of Wilson Rolling Partitions large rooms 
can be quickly transformed into smaller ones for 
classes, meetings, etc. They are easily operated, and 
roll out of the way, vertically or horizontally. Can be 
installed in old as well as new buildings, 
nd for 40 page Catalogtie No. 24 
THE J. G. WILSON CORPORATION 








ESTABLISHED 1876 
*. Fast 38th Street. New York Ci 
a 


Offices in all principal cities r - 








Eloquent Enduring Inexpensive 


i Increase your Church attendance by in- 
stalling a mellow-toned BLYMYER 
BELL. Now.used by thousands 


of Churches. Recommendations & 
te Liat @ sof, " 4 a 


=. : 


\ 
Send for lafest pictorial cumin Me, 


THE JOHN B. MORRIS 
Proprietors Cincinnati Bell Foundry - 
DEPT. S—100. * CINCINNATI, OHIO Established ta32 








Standard 
Sets, 
$6000 up 











LANNING 


in advance fora 
PIPE ORGAN . 


If you are building a new 
Church, or remodeling, plans 
for an organ installation 
should be made now. It will 
save money when you are 
ready for the organ. 


This Company witb its Sales 
and Service Department ex- 
tending from coast to coast 
will gladly co-operate. Just 
write us details of your 
present situation or send in 
the coupon for an 80-page 
book on the elementary 
principles of pipe organ 
construction. 

The sturdy quality and love- 
ly tone of Estey Organs have 


been building a reputation 
since 1846. 


y y Estey Organ Company 


Offices in 14 Principal Cities 
Brattleboro, 
Remarks: 


Vermont 


Name 
Address“ 
Church 


Position in church 
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Christmas Cards 
That Tell the Christmas Storp 


Is that the sort of greeting you 
are looking for ? 


ARDS with pictures in soft 

colors of that first Christ- 

mas Eve—angels, shepherds, 

and the Mother and Child. Re- 

produced from famous old 
paintings. 
Exquisite 


Bppropriate 
Inexpensive 
12 in the set for $1.00. 
Special rates for money raising 
* &£ & £2 K&B B&B & 
Will THE WOMANS PRESS Send 
M———600 Lexington Ave. 4 sample 


New York set? 
$7.00 enclosed. 




















A Letter from 


SANTA CLAUS 


Each year many children send letters to Santa 
Claus, and never receive a reply, which naturally 
is a keen disappointment to these little ones. We 
are originators and ex¢lusive publishers of real 
letters from Wonderland, which are sure to give 
any kiddie all the thrill of getting a letter direct 
from dear old Santa Claus, who is, of course, a 
very important person to them each Christmas 
season. Send us ten cents—dime or stamps—for 
this four-page interesting letter and when you 
receive it you will want a dozen or more. One 
dozen for $1.00, or a5 for $2.00, sent prepaid on 
receipt of postal or express money order. 


Peter Quill, Inc. 


102 W. Fornance St., Norristown, Pa. 














“DELIGHTFUL CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
Name Pencil Sets Please The Children 







No. A—Six Pencils, sharpener and ruler, various 
shades Coin Pocket LEATHER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 75c. 

No. B— Three Pencils, sharpener and ruler, fancy 
shades embossed LEA‘ HER Case with NAME 
engraved in 22 karat Gold, 40c. 


Te Whe CORAL Mik 
OTTN gers 





—Holly Box, . 
Insurance 10¢ extra. Send Check or Money Order 


UNIVERSAL PENCIL CO., 33 West 60th St., New York City 








Bn Emas Present 
Wirth Having 


and be sure it's a“ RESTORO 
Equipped" Underwood, the 
most perfect writing type- 
writer that money can buy. 
Saves enough in ribbons and 
time to actually pay for the 
typewriter! Don’t buy a typewriter before first 

Retting full information regarding the famous 

“RESTORO Equipped" Underwood. Other makes 
of standard typewriters such as Royal, Reming- 
ton, L. C, Smith, etc., can also be supplied. Lowest 
prices and terms available at this time. Write for 

latest catalog— 


I FREE. 
Youn Type Company Seti 


For Christmas Gifts 


Bibles- Testaments - Portions 
Of Every Kind - In Every Langua 
For Home,.charch, School.Missionary Work 
AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY 
Visit or write nearest Agency 
New York, New York Colored, Philadelphia, 
Washington, Richmond, Cincinnati, Chicago, 
allas, Denver, San Francisco. 




















Extra Christmas Money 


easily made by selling Bibles, Testaments, 
wall mottoes, calendars, .and religious litera- 
ture. No experience necessary. Let us tell 
you how. Write for free catalogs and plans. 


JOHN T. BENSON PUBLISHING CO. 


NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 








Spotless Dominoes! 


A Rarity in Pieasantry Plus Profit! You 
LAUGH AND LEARNT FUN AND FACTS 
for Young and Old. Dominoes larger ; 36 in set; 
Educational; character-building. Neat boxes. 
Prepaid, 50c. BEST Christmas Gift YET! 


NATIONAL GOOD GAMES CO., Dept. S. 


For Family Worship 











Following the Home Daily Bible Read- 

ings on the International Uniform Sunday 

School Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


The Great Commission Prayer League, 808 North 
La Salle Street, Chicago, is a faith movement, de- 
pendent for its support wholly upon the Lord 
through “‘them that are His.'’ Its leaflets are 
published free in the Lord for prayerful distribu- 
tion. Its office staff gladly respond to personal 
calls for intercession as such calls are sent to them 
by mail and otherwise. Readers are asked to pray 
for God's guidance and blessing of the League.— 
Editor of Sunday School Times. 


Revival Is the Revelation of Sin 


RE you concerned because sin stalks 
through the land, and because the 
children of darkness, urged by the spirit 
of disobedience, are more blatant in their 
blasphemy than ever before? Does that 
break your heart and break you down be- 
fore God, until you can neither preach 
nor pray nor speak because of the pres- 
sure and the burden of the sin of others? 
That is revival. The spirit of prayer is 
the gift of God. It is not an art, an ac- 
complishment that can be acquired. A 
child can fall into it, while a wise man 
can pass over it. Revival is when Chris- 
tians have the spirit of prayer for revival, 
and a deep, continual, earnest desire for 
the salvation of sinners. This is what 
constitutes the spirit of prayer, and brings 
the salvation of sinners.—John C. Wil- 
liams in The Sunday School Times. 


December 12 to 18 


Mon.—1 Kings 18 : 30-39. 
Elijah on Mount Carmel. 

Jehovah is “the God that answereth 
by fire.’ The world never before so 
sorely needed the fire of God. If we 
want revival not merely that our chil- 
dren may be saved, not merely for our 
church or our community, but that God 
may call out a people for his name, it 
will come. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
Great Commission Prayer League, espe- 
cially for the Committee that makes plans 
for carrying on the work of praying for 
world-wide revival, that they may be 
guided by the Spirit in all their planning. 
Pray for all who send in requests for 
prayer. 

Tues.—Amos 5: 1-15. 
Amos Pleads for Justice. 

There recently appeared in a great 
metropolitan daily an editorial entitled 
“An Intolerable Business,” which de- 
nounced the sending of a detective to in- 
vestigate the mortgage of a certain jury- 
man in a notable case. The paper de- 
clared, “It is incredible that men called. 
to jury duty should be exposed to such 
intimidation.” It further charged that 
the detective was employed by one of the 
defendants to terrorize the juryman “into 
standing out against a verdict of guilty 
or to bribe him with money to pay off 
his mortgage.” Just how God hates such 





a Bible Conference, told how nearly two 
hundred mothers telephoned a hospital 
one morning to find out if it were their 


| daughter who was injured in an auto 
| “joy ride” accident, of which a late edi- 
| tion of the morning paper of a large 


Mid-West city told. These mothers did 
not know where their daughters were 
during the night. _ The International 
Purity Conference was held at LaCrosse, 
Wis., October 18-20, and asked the Great 
Commission Prayer League’s constit- 
uency to pray God's blessings on its plans 
to fight the white slave traffic. Pray 
that blessing may come through its dis- 
tribution of literature. 
Thurs.—Micah 6 : 1-13. 

Micah Champions the Oppressed. 

God’s measurement of power in the Old 
Testament is the bringing of Israel out 
of Egypt (v. 4). Scores of times he 
appeals to Israel to remember this mighty 
miracle. In the New Testament, the 
measurement of his power is <a. still 
greater miracle, the resurrection of his 
Son. He appeals to us to walk in new- 
ness of life through the same power that 
brought Jesus from the dead (Rom. 6: 
4; cf. Rom. 8:11; Phil. 3: 10). 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
All Russian Evangelical Christian 
Union; for the Russian Executive Coun- 
cil, headed by President I. S. Prok- 
hanoff; for the American Council, with 
John Johnson secretary and treasurer 
(2512 Logan Boulevard, Chicago); for 
the supply of fifty thousand dollars 
needed for printing and circulating Bibles. 


Fri—Isaiah 6:1-8 Isaiah’s Call. 


As an accepted prophet we would think 
that the last thing in the world Isaiah 
would need to confess would be unclean 
lips, but that was what the Spirit led 
him to do when he got a vision of God’s 
holiness. Are we really fit through the 
cleansing of the blood to give the testi- 
mony we are attempting, or does what 
we are drown the sound of what we say? 


PraYER Succestions: Pray for the 
plans now begun or that will soon be be- 


(Lesson for Dec. 18) DECEMBER 3; 1927 









gun for the Watch Night prayer. services 
in hundreds of churches and_ spiritual 
groups all over the world. The Watch 
Night League literature that is going out 
should be remembered in our petitions. 


Sat.—Isaiah 1 : 10-20. 
Isaiah Preaches Repentance. 

Perhaps no age of history has been so 
hardened against an adequate sense of the 
awiulness of sin as ours. Our courts are 
perplexed as to what to do about preva- 
lent perjury. Modernism in pulpit and 
press is declaring that the only fall of 
man was a fall up. Because men have 
lost the conviction that the Bible is the 
Word of God, crime waves are sweeping 
the land. We need to pray for more 
preaching like Isaiah’s. 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for God 
to keep honoring “Miss Weidner’s pas- 
sion for getting the Word of God into 
the hearts of the Japanese people,” as 
one of the missionaries the mission 
at Ogaki, Gifu Ken, Japan, writes. Pray 
that the translation made by Dr. Chojuro 
Aoki of Kobe of Mr. McConkey’s 
“Threefold Secret of the Holy Spirit” 
into Japanese, for which two Christian 
women of -Pennsylvania have given one 
hundred dollars each, may be greatly used 
of God in deepening the spiritual life of 
believers. : 
Sun.—Psalm 67. The World for Christ. 


The light of God’s countenance is the 
face of his dear Son, and he caused it 
to shine on us (v. 1) when he sent him 
into the world in incarnation. “Have 
I been-so long time with you, and yet 
hast thou not known me?” (John 14:9.) 

Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
circulation of spiritual literature in all 
mission lands, for that used by the Nor- 
tons in French and Flemish 1n the Bel- 
gian Gospel. Mission, for the tract on 
the blood used by the Latin American 
Prayer Fellowship, for the new Russian 
Concordance; that God will thrust forth 
many missionaries with language gifts, 
and prepare many native Christians for 
the work. 
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injustice is declared in this passage. 


PraYeER SuGcESTIoNS: A letter from a 
college boy voices the prayer need of 
perhaps thousands of Christian students: 
“Pray that some means may be provided 


in the classrooms be in a receptive atti- 


disbelieve; that other students who also 
have difficulties may by God’s help come 
rt victorious.” This ts surely a worthy 
prayer. 
Wed.—Hosea 11 : 1-9, 
Hosea Proclaims God’s Love. 

Lord Bacon said, “Prophecy hath a 
germinant and springing meaning.” The 
first verse here is a beautiful illustration 
of this truth. God in love called Israel 
the nation out of Egypt in the Exodus; 
centuries later he>called out of Egypt 
his only begotten Son who had been 
there to escape Herod. 











Siloam Springs, Ark. 





Prayer Succestions: Dr. Massey, at 


for my education; that J may at all times , 


tude of mind; that my memory may re- | 
tain knowledge acquired; that I may re- | 
ceive sufficient finance to meet my school | 
expenses; that I may receive a knowl- | 
edge that will enable me to defend the 
faith of our fathers; that my faith will | 
be strong enough to enable me never to | 
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+ The Six Miracles of Calvary 4 
ay By the late Bishop William R. Nicholson rm 
Fs A series of six gripping and illuminating articles which 
ir will appear in the next six issues of is 
¢ MOODY .2%:. MONTHLY 3 
x Institute “ 
= The first article, entitled in 
3 The Miraculous Darkness 
“¢ appears in the November issue. The Special Christmas e 
ey Issue will contain the second of the series, 2 
: The Rending of the Veil 
wn These articles are for the first time offered to the public, and “3 
is are some of the most spiritually stimulating and enjoyable articles in 
> we have ever published 8 
= ° They will bring you some of the most profound truths x 
hs centered around the death and resurrection of our Lord. . 
‘ To Read One is to Want All . 
& The complete series tn six tissues, $1.00 — . x 
Si Moody Bible Institute Monthly, 150 Institute Place, Chicago, Illinois “se 


or Moody Bible Institute Monthly 


series. I enclose $1.00. 


Address 





150 Institute Place, Chicago, IIL 
Please enter my subscription for the ‘‘ Six Miracles of Calvary” 
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